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INTRODUCTION. 


HE various Attempts, which 
| have been made to traduce 
Major General Shirley's Conduct in 
his late military Command in MVorth = | 
America, make it needleſs to apologize if 


for the Publication of the following 
Sheets; the ſole Intent whereof is togive 


a plain Marrative of the Meaſures, 
which he purſued in the Execution of 


his 


[i] 
his Truſt, that a right Judgment may 
be formed of his Behaviour in the Diſ- 
charge of it; and his Conduct ſtand 
vindicated from all 1 mputations of 
having been any ways acceſſary to any 
of the Misfortunes, which have befallen 
his Majeſty's Service in the Courſe of 


the preſent War. 


In doing this, the Author ſhall ad- 
vance ſuch Facts only, as will ſtand the 
Teſt of the frife/} Examination. 


If this Account - was to have a Re- 
troſpect to the laſt War with France 
in North America, of which Mr. 


Shirley had the chief Direction at Land, 
it would open a Field of Mational 


Services, which were principally owing 
ta 


[ vii ] 
do his Vigilance, Activity and Con- 
duct: The Preſervation of Mova 
Scotia from falling into the Enemy's 
Hands, when in the moſt imminent 
Danger of being loſt ; the Acquiſi- 
tion of Cape Breton; the ſmall 
Number of Forces with which both 
Services were effected; the little Ex- 
pence to the Nation, with which they 
were attended; the Oeconomy uſed 
by him in making all juſt Savings to 
the Crown ; and the Effect which the 
Conqueſt then made had towards ex- 
tinguiſhing the War, are Matters, which 
muſt be recent in the Memory of thoſe, 
who are verſed in the public Tran- 
factions of that Period. 


* Of this the late Mr. Pelham, Firſt Lord Com- 
miſſioner of the Treaſury did him the Honour to 
take public Notice in Parliament. 

But 


[ vii] 
But as it is not intended to veil Miſ- - 
carriages, which Mr. Shirley may have 
been guilty of during his late Com- 
mand, with Merit, which might be 
claimed for him from his former Ser- 
vices, the Author ſhall confine himſelf. 
within the Compaſs of the preſent War, 
and the Hoſtilities immediately pre- 


ceding it, 


; © 


88 PL 
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HE Earl of — ſignified his 1753. | 
EPI Majeſty's Commands to the ſeve- . _ 1 
WJ ral Governors of North America, 5 | | 
That in caſe the Subjects of any | 
wan ce foreign Prince or State ſhould 
te preſume to make any Incroachments in the 
Limits of his Majeſty's Dominions, or to 
te erect Forts on his Majeſty's Lands, or to 
* commit any other Act of Hoſtility ; and 
( ſhould, upon a Requiſition made to 
ce them to deſiſt from ſuch Proceedings, per- 
« fiſt in them, they ſhould. draw forth the 
« arm'd Force of their reſpective Province 
e and uſe their beſt Endeavours to repel Force 
« by Force.” 
* Mr. Shirley, before his receiving theſe 1 
Orders, had gained Intelligence that the 1 
* Then Governor of the MO Bay. 1 


French 1 


1733. 


1754. 
— 


[2] 
French had greatly increaſed their Settlements 
upon each Side of the River Chaudiere, which 
falls into that of St. Lawrence, a few Miles 
above the City of Quebec; and that they were 
3 to make Settlements at about 30 
Miles Diſtance, upon a noted * Carrying- 
place, that ſeparates the Head of the Chaudiere 
from the Kennebeck ; which laſt River affords 
the French a ſhorter Paſſage from Quebec for 
making Deſcents upon the Provinces of the 
Maſſachuſets Bay, and New Hampſhire, and 
deſtroying the King's Woods there (from 
whence the Royal Navy is in a great meaſure 
ſupplied with white Pines for Maſts, Yards, 
and Bowſprits) than any other Route what- 


ever; and from which the Indians, during the 


War between them and New England in 1723 
and 1724, had made all their Incurſions and 
Ravages upon the Eaſtern Parts of the Maſſa- 
chuſets Bay; that the Norridgwalk Indians in- 
habiting within his Majeſty's Territories had 
given : A new French Settlers Liberty to hunt 
any where in that Country, as a Recompence 
for the Service, they were to be of to them in 
Time of War with the Engliſb, by ſup- 
plying them with Proviſions and military 
Stores; and that the Arre/igunnticook, Norridg- 

walk, and Penobſcot Indians were upon the 
Point of breaking out into Hoſtilities againſt 


Mar. 28. the Exgliſp; wherefore in conſequence of his 


Majeſty's Orders he laid theſe ſeveral Matters 


* Called by the Indians Wawandawanack, 
before 


31 
before the Maſachuſets Aſſembly, and recom- 1754. 
mended to them the building a ſtrong Fort 
near the Head of the River Kennebeck, above 
the Head Quarters of the Norridgwalk In- 
dians, and to puſh on the Engliſb Settlements 
there in a defenfble manner ; in order to ſe- 
cure the Province from the Encroachments of 
the French in thoſe Parts, and either hold the 
Indians in a due Dependence, or oblige them 
to abandon the River. 
The Aſſembly, in anſwer to Mr. Shirley's April g. 
Speech, told him, * They looked upon it 
eto be of abſolute Neceſſity that the French 
* ſhould, at all Events, be prevented from 
' . © making any Settlements whatever upon the 
* River Kennebeck, or the Carrying-place at 
te the Head of it. | | 
% That they deſired him to order a new 
Fort to be erected about 120 Feet ſquare, 
eas far up the River above Richmond Fort as 
te he ſhould think fit. 
<« That they defired he would order a ſuffi- 
e cient Force up to the Carrying- place to re- 
* move the French, that might be ſettled 
e there ; but that, as they apprehended their 
* Succeſs, next under Providence, would de- 
ce pend very much upon his taking this Af- 
« fair into his immediate Care and Direction, 
ti they prayed him to ſubmit to the Inconve- 
© niences of a Voyage to the Eaſtern Parts of 
te the Province, and there give ſuch Orders 
ce as he ſhould find neceſſary; and that his 
&« Perſon might be ſecure againſt any At- 
<* tempts 


*. 


1 


1754- © tempts of the French and Indians, and he 


ebe enabled to effect the building the Fort, 
ce and to deſtroy any French Settlements, that 
« might be carrying on, they would make 


e Proviſion for the Pay and Subſiſtence of 


* coo Men” (which they afterwards aug- 
mented to 800) © and that they would make 
* ample Proviſion for his Voyage, and an In- 
te terview with the Indians, if be ſhould think 
tc proper; hoping that by his prudent Manage- 
« ment thoſe Indians would be convinced, 
te that it was their Intereſt to continue in 
« Peace with the Engliſh.” | 
In the Summer following Mr. Shirley pro- 
ceeded to the Eaſtern Parts of the Province 
with the Troops raiſed for that Service, re- 
newed a Treaty of Peace with the Norridg- 
walk and Penobſcot Indians at Falmouth, and 
with their Conſent built Fort Weſtern and Fort 
Halifax upon the River Kennebeck, the former 
about 37 Miles from the Mouth of it, and the 
other about 54; and the Troops penetrated 
to the head of the Kennebeck, and very near 
the head of the Carrying-place, which divides 
it from the Chaudiere; but found no French 
Settlements either upon the Kennebeck or Car- 
rying-place, the French having been prevented, 
as appeared afterwards, from making any, by 
the Attempts they were engaged in upon 
the Ohio. | 
Of theſe Proceedings Mr. Shirley tranſmit- 
ted an Account to his Majeſtys Miniſters in 
England, and about the ſame Time repre- 
| ſented 


[5] 


ſented the imminent Danger, which he 1754. 


apprehended the neighbouring Province o 
Nova Scotia was expoſed to from the Forti- 
fications, and other Incroachments of the 
French upon the Ifthmus, and the Peninſula 
there, and St. John's River in the Bay of 
Funda, as alſo from the ſudden Attacks, which 
might be formed againſt it from St. John's 
Hand, Loui ſbourg and Quebec. 


In anſwer to the former, Mr. Shirley receiv' d Sept. 6. 


in a Letter from Sir Thomas. Robinſon, then one 
of his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, 
his Majeſty's Royal Approbation of the Service 


upon the River Kennebeck, with Orders to 
communicate it to the Aſembly; and upon his Sept. 30. 


Return from that Expedition his Majeſty's 


Orders were ſignified to him in another Let- 


ter from Sir Thomas Robinſon, whereby he was 
directed to concert Meaſures with Mr. Lau- 


rence, Lieutenant Governor and Commander 


in Chief of the Province of Nova Scotia, for 
attacking the French Forts in that Province. 


Mr. Lawrence having got Intelligence, that Nov. 25. 


the French deſigned to make a ſpeedy Effort 
for extending their Incroachments upon the 
Peninſula, Meaſures were concerted (purſuant 
to his Majeſty's Orders) between Mr. Shirley 
and him for making an Attempt early in the 
Spring to prevent the Execution of their 
Scheme, by removing them from their Forts 
on the J/ihmus, and St. John's River; for 
which Purpoſe it being neceſſary to raiſe 
2000 New England Men to act in Conjunction 


with 
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(6] 
with ſuch a Part of his Maje/ty's Regular 
Forces in Nova Scotia as _ be ſpared for 
that Service; and to furniſh 12 Pieces of bat- 
tering Cannon, military Stores, &c. neceſſary 
for carrying on ſuch an Enterprize, Mr. Shjr- 
ley took that Part upon him; and in order to 
facilitate the raiſing of the Men, as well as ta 
make a Saving to the Crown, they were in- 
liſted under his own Command, as Colonel 
of the Regiment.“ | | 

Mr. Shirley received his Majeſtys Orders 
for raiſing a Regiment of Foot in North Ame- 
rica conſiſting of 1000 Men, to be command- 
ed by himſelf. a 

He informed Sir Thomas Robinſon, that he 
ſhould proceed to raiſe 2000 Men for the 
Service of Nova Scotia, and made all neceſſary 
Preparations for carrying the propoſed Expe- 
dition into Execution ; and as good ſmall 
Arms were not to be procured in the Colonzes, 
he acquainted him that it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, that 2000 Stands ſhould be ſent from 
England in Time to arrive at Boſton early in 
April. 


* The iſt Battalion was commanded by Captain John 
Winſlow, late of his Majeſty's 4oth Regiment, an old ex- 
enced Officer, particularly in the American Service, to 
whom Mr. Shirley gave a provincial Commiſſion of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel upon this Occaſion ; the Second by Cap- 
tain George Scott of his Majeſty's 4oth Regiment, whoſe Qua- 
lifications for this Command in every Reſpect Mr. Shirley 
was acquainted with from a perfect Knowledge of his Ser- 
vices in Nova Scotia ; to whom Mr. Shirley likewiſe upon 
this eſpecial Occaſion gave a provincial Commiſſion of 

Lieutenant Calonel, 
By 


. 


By this Time Mr. Shirley had near com- 1755, 


pleated his own Regiment, as alſo the two 
New England Battaillons of 1000 each, deſtin'd 
for the Service of Nova Scotia; and having 
received Intelligence in the Summer preceed- 
ing, that the French deſign'd to build a new 
Fort, and extend their Encroachments at 
Crown Point, and being of Opinion that the 
Expedition for driving the French of Canada 
out of Nova Scotia might give the Colonies a 
favourable Opportunity to form another a- 
gainſt Croun Point, and that that Attempt 
would at the ſame time make a Diverſion in 
favour of the Expedition in Nova Scotia, pro- 
poſed to the four Governments of New En- 
gland and Province of New York, to carry 
one on againſt the French in that Quarter with 
upwards of 4000 Men, and particnlarly re- 
commended the engaging the Indians of 
the Six Nations in it, and that Colonel Vobnſon, 
as he had a conſiderable Influence over them, 
ſhould be Commander in 'Chief of the Expe- 
dition; and upon this Occafion he recom- 
mended to the Government of Penfilvania, 
which had then ſome religious Scruples againſt 
raiſing Troops, to contribute heir Quota of 
the Expence of this Expedition in Proviſions ; 
all which was comply'd with. 


— 
Mar. 1 3. 


Mr. Shirley received a Letter from Sir Tho- Mar. 14. 


mas Robinſon acquainting him, that Major Ge- 
neral Braddock would ſoon arrive in Virginia 
with two Regiments under his Command, and 
directing him, upon his being notified 1 — 

rad- 


181 
1755- Braddock of his Arrival, to meet him at ſuch 
ime and Place, as ſhould be moſt convenient 
for both. | 

Mar. 18. He received a Letter by Expreſs from Ge- 
" neral Braddock acquainting him with his Ar- 

rival; that he had Orders to have an Interview 
with him, and defiring him to meet him as ſoon 
| as he could at Annapolis in Maryland ; and 


— rr 6 


| in the mean time he communicated to him 
FF - the Plan of the Expedition under his own 
i immediate Command againſt the French Forts 
; 
þ 


w _ 4 2 


upon the Obio, to be carried on with the two 
Britiſh Regiments, he had brought with him 
from England, and the Irregulars of Virginia 
and Maryland, and propoſed to him for his 
Conſideration, an Attempt to be made at the 

fame Time for the Reduction of the French 
Forts at Niagara with the two Corps of the 
5oth and 51ft Regiments, to be conducted 
under his Command. 

Mr. Shirley, at the Time of receiving this 
Letter, was cloſely engaged in making the 
neceſſary Preparations for fitting out in due 
Time the two Expeditions againſt the French 
in Nova Scotia and at Crown Point (the Suc- 
ceſs of the former of which more eſpecially 
depended upon the Diſpatch of it) beſides 
railing his own Regiment and the Buſineſs of 
his Civil Admni/tration within his Govern- 
ment. | 

Mar. ze. As ſoon as he could finiſh the neceſſary 
Orders for carrying on ,the Preparations of 
both Expeditions in 2 Abſence, ſo as that the 

Nova 


[9] 
Nova Scotia Regiment might embark with 1755- 
its Artillery, Proviſions, and Stores upon the 
Arrival of the 2000 Stands of Arms from 
England (in caſe that ſhould happen before 
his Return to Boſton) and he had ſo ſettled 
Matters among the four Colonies of New Eng- 
land, as to ſecure the Preparations of the Ex- 

' pedition againſt Crown Point from any Miſ- 
carriage among them during his Abſence 
(both which Buſineſſes neceſſarily took him up 
to the 3oth of March) Mr. Shirley then ſet out, 
the Snow lying deep on the Ground in New 
England, to meet General Braddock, and by 
the 14th of April, after being retarded three 

: Days in his Journey to New London by tempeſtu- 
ous Weather, and obliged there to croſs the 
Sound of New York with his Carriages and 
Horſes, and travel almoſt the whole length of 
Long Iſland by Land, arrived at Alexandria in 
Virgima, where Mr. Braddock then was, be- 
ing about 550 Miles from Beſton.“ 

07 On 


* 


* The giving ſo particular an Account of the Time, 
when Mr. Shirley ſet out from Baſton to meet General Brad- - 
dick, of the Buſineſs, which hindered him from ſetting out 
ſooner, and the Obſtacles, he met with in his Journey to 
Alexandria, is occaſioned by his being taxed, in a Pam- 
phlet intitled “Geographical, Hiſtorical, Political, Philoſo- 
« phical and Mechanical Eſſays, No. 2. by Letuis Evans,” 
with having, by his dilatory Proceedings, made General 
Braddock wait three Weeks at Annapolis and Alexandria for 
an Interview with him; which delayed his March ſo lon 
as prevented his arriving at Fort Duqueſne before the In- 
dans, who attacked him at the Monongahela, joined the 


French ; 


{ 20 ] 


1755- On the ſame Day General Braddock, after 
rig. 2 Conference with Mr. Shirley and Captain 


Arrival there; and beſides it is publickly known that 


Keppell, Commander of his Majeſty's Ships 
then in North America, determined upon cat- 
rying on three Expeditions to the Northward, 
vg. one againſt the French Forts at Niagara; 
another againſt their Incroachments in Nova 
Scotia; and the other againſt Crown Point; 
the ficſt of them to be carried on with the 
Troops of the goth and 5; iſt Regiments, then 
raiſing, under the Command of Mr. Shirley ; 
the ſecond to be proſecuted upon the Plan, 
and according to the Meaſures concerted be- 
tween Mr, Shirley and Mr. Lawrence ; and 
that againſt Crown Point upon the Plan ſettled 


French; and thereby occaſioned his Defeat; whereas it 
appears by the foregoing Account, that Mr. Shirley uſed all 
the Expedition in meeting Mr. Braddock, that his Majeſty's 
other Service, which he was neceflarily engaged in at 
Beſton, the Diſtance of the Place of meeting, and the Seaſon 
of the Year would admit: In fact, General Braddac#'s 
March from Alexandria, where his Head Quarters were, 
was not in the leaſt delayed by this Interview; the two laſt 
Diviſions of his Troops and part of his Artillery were not 
moved from Alexandria till three Days after Mr. — 


neral Braddock was detained by various Diſappointments 


ſeven Weeks after Mr Shirley left Alexandria; of which he 


complained in a Letter to Mr. Shirley from Fort Cumber- 


land, wherein he fays, „I cannot expreſs the Diſap- 


c pointments, Negligence, Diſhoneſty, and Oppoſition I 
have met with in the Expedition under my Command, 
« which muſt unavoidably retard my March a Month later 


than at firſt intended; I moſt ſincerely wiſh you may 


ce be free from theſe Troubles,” 


by 


(171 ] 
by Mr. Shirley: As to the Expedition againſt 1755. 16 
the French Forts upon the Ohio, that was © UN 
determined upon by Mr. Braddock before Mr. 1 
Shirley's Arrival at Alexandria ; the two Bri- | 1 N 
tiſb Regiments being all marched from thence | by 
| 
: 
| 


WT © wn 


to Wincheſter with the Baggage, Artillery, &c. [0 

except two Diviſions of the 48th, which 1 

marched in three Days after. | 1 

„ General Braddock appointed Colonel John- Apr. 16. 
fon to be ſole Superintendant of the Indians of . TH 

the Five Nations, with Inſti uctions to engage Wh: | 

as large a Number of them as he could for 1% 

his Majeſty's Service in the Expedition againſt 1 

Crown Point, Niagara, and the French Forts | 7% 

upon the Ohio; and about the ſame time 19 

„ ordered Captain King with two independent Ii 
Companies of New York under his Com- | it 

mand, and Captian Bradſtreet with two Com- 11 

nies of the 51ſt Regiment under his, to | 

proceed forthwith to Ofwego for the Pro- 

tection of the Fort there, until Mr. Shirley's 


Arrival, and to ſtrengthen it as ſoon as might 
be. | 


* It being judged neceſſary by the Council Apr. 17. * 
held at Þ 1 that one or more armed 10 
Veſſels, of about 60 Ton each ſhould be | 
built upon the Lake Ontario for ſecuring the 
Command of it; the Care of ordering that Part | 

of the Service was committed to Mr. Shir- 

ley. 

NI. Sbirley ſet out from Alexandria upon Apr. 18. 

his Return to Boſton, and in paſſing through 

| C 2 Pbila- 


17735. 


Apr. 25. 


[12] 
Philadelphia received a Letter from Sir Wo- 
mas Robinſon, acquainting him with his Ma- 
jeſtys Approbation of his Deſign to raiſe the 
2000 New England Men, and his Majeſty's: 
Orders to compleat them; and informing 
him, that his Majeſty had ordered 2000 Stands 
of Arms to be ſent to him at Bo/tor. 

Mr. Shirley judging upon further Con- 
ſideration, that his own Regiment, with ſuch 
Part of the 51ſt as was likely to be raiſed in 
Time for the Expedition againſt Niagara, 
would not be a ſufficient Force for effecting 
the Service under his Command upon the 
Lake Ontario, againſt the Oppoſition, which 
might be expected there in the Defence of fo 
important a Place to the French, in his return 
through the Province of New Jerſey procured 
an Act of the Aſſembly then fitting, for leav- 
ing the Regiment of that Province conſiſting 


of 500 Men (which by their late Act was 


confined to be employed in the Service againſt 
Crown Point) at Liberty to proceed under his 
Command to Ofwego; which Diſpoſition of it 
was afterwards confirmed by General Brad- 


a, 


Apr. 29. Mr. Shirley arrived at New York, where he 


found that the two Companies of the 5 1ſt 
Regiment ordered by General Braddock to pro- 
ceed, as ſoon as might be, to Oſwego, were 
detained for want of Money to pay the Men 
their Subſiſtence (the Deputy Pay-maſter Ge- 
eral for the Northern Diſtrict not being then 

5 arrived 


[13] 


arrived in America) and of Battoes ; the pro- 1755- 
viding of which laſt was committed to the 


Care of the Lieutenant Governor of New 
York : Wherefore, in order to diſpatch Cap- 
tain Bradſtreet? with the two Companies for 
Oſwego, he procured Money to ſupply the 
commanding Officer of the Regiment for 
that Purpoſe : During his Stay there he like- 
wiſe ſettled Colonel Johnſon's * Commiſſion 
and Inſtructions, together with the neceſſary 
Preparations for the Campaign to Crown Point, 
the Plan of Operations to be purſued, the Ap- 
pointment of the neceſſary Officers for the 
Indians which were to be engaged in that Ex- 
pedition, and other Matters relative to them, 
Sc. as alſo ſeveral with the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of New York for ſupplying both that 
and the Niagara Expedition with Artillery 
and Ordnance Stores, and other things relative 
only to the former of them : He ſettled like- 
wiſe, before he left New York, Captain Brad- 
Areet's Inſtructions for forwarding the Building 
of the two Sloops upon the Lake Ontario, to- 
gether with two ſmall Schooners or Row 
Gallies of about 20 Ton each for Tenders 
to them ; as alſo the neceſſary Orders for 
hiring Seamen, contracting with Builders and 


* By this Commiſſion (being a provincial one) Colonel 

ohnſan was appointed by Mr. Shirley, Major General and 

mmander in Chief of the provincial Forces employed in 
that Expediton. 


Workmen, 
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1735 Workmen, and for procuring Proviſions and 
Fall manner of Stores for that Expedition. 


It muſt be obſerved here, that when Mr. 
Shirley was firſt ordered to Oſwego, the Paſſage 
thither was very little known to any but a few 
Officers, who had been poſted at the Gar- 
riſon there, and a few Indian Traders of Al- 
bany and Schenectada, who uſually went there 
once a Year, in the Spring (when the Waters 
are high) in Battoes, with Goods ſuitable for 
that Trade, and returned towards the Begin- 
ning of Winter: Upon Inquiry Mr, Shirley 
found, that every thing wanted at Oftego 
muſt be firſt embarked at New Ye#k on board 
Sloops, and ſent 160 Miles up Hudſon's Ri- 
ver to Albany, there landed, and tranſported 
16 Miles to Schenefada; that there they 
muſt be put on board Battoes on the Mo- 
bawks River, up which they were to proceed 
againſt the Stream about 140 Miles to the 
great Carrying- place at Oneida; that the Paſ- 
ſage up that River was rendered very difficult 


by a great Number of Falls, Rifts of Rocks, 


and Shoals, which at all times are bad, but in 
dry Seaſons almoſt impaſſable; and that in one 
Part of it, within five Miles of the upper Mo- 
hawks Caſtle at Conajobara, there was a Fall 
called from thence the Congjobara Fall, which 
entirely interrupts the Navigation of the River 
for above a Mile, at which Place all the Bat- 
toes and their Cargoes were dragged by Hand 
over Land; that at the Oneida * 

| | where 


5 
1 * 
* 
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where the Battoes leave the Mohawks River, 1755. 
the Land Carriage to the Wood Creek, in the 


Spring, when the Waters are high, was four 
Miles acroſs, but in the Summer eight, to 
the Place where the Canada Creek falls into 
the Wood Creek; the Road extremely bad 
for the moſt part, through Swamps and 
Marſhes ; and about 60 Miles from any In- 
habitants, except only two or three Indian Fa- 
milies which refided there, and kept a few 
Horſes and Sledges to carry over the Traders 
Goods; that there was no Houſe or Place to 
ſhelter Goods from the Weather, there be- 
ing no Uſe for one, as the Traders always ſe- 
cured their Goods in their Battoes, ſo that they 
could not be hurt by it; and as there gene- 
rally arrived at the Carrying-place no more 
than two or three Battoes at a time, they could 
always get over in one Day : That the Navi- 
gation through the Wood Creek to the Oneida 
Lake, which is 28 Miles, was very difficult, 
the Creek being then choak'd up with great 
Logs and Trunks of Trees, which had fallen 
into it ; through which a narrow Paſſage had 
been cut, broad enough only to admit one of 
the ſmall Battoes to paſs through at a time ; 
that from the Oneida Lake to Ofwego there 
were many other Difficulties in the Paſſage; 
the Onondago River having ſeveral bad Falls 
and Rifts, and particularly one Fall within 
12 Miles of Oſego, where the whole River 
tumbles over a perpendicular Rock of above 
16 Feet high; which occaſions the Battoes to 
be 
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1755- be landed there, and dragged over a Carry- 


ing-place of about 5o Yards; that from 
thence down to Oſwego, the River was ve 
rapid and dangerous in many Places; that for 
almoſt the whole Length of the Paſſage from 
Scheneftada to Oſwego, being 240 Miles, the 
Banks of the Rivers and Creeks were covered 
with thick Woods and Bruſh, which put it 
into the Power of the Enemy to ambuſh the 
Battoes in their Paſſage whenever they pleas'd, 
unleſs Precautions were taken to prevent 
them; and that it would be neceſſary to em- 
ploy at leaſt 500 Battoes between Schenectada 
and Oſwego to carry down the Stores and Pro- 
viſions requiſite for the Expedition under his 
Command, there being not above 20 Battoes 
then to be purchaſed or hired in the Province 
of New York. | 


To get over as many of theſe Difficulties 


| might be, Mr. Shirley, before he left New 
Trg, gave Orders for a Number of Carpen- 


ters to be employed at Schenectada, Albany, 
and New York, in building 500 new Battoes, 
which were compleated in fix Weeks ; like- . 


wite for one Party to be employed in clearing 


the Mohawks River and Wood Creek from as 
many Obſtructions in them as was poſſible; an- 
other to be ſent to the Falls at Conajobara, to 


make a paſſable Road there, and another to 


build two Store Houſes on the Oneida Carry- 
7ng-place, at each End one; which laſt Party, 


alter effecting that, proceeded to mend the 


Road over the Carrying-place ; and widened 
the 


[17] 


the Paſſage through the Wood Creek, which 1755- 
they cleared higher up than it was before, 


and thereby made the Land Carriage three 
Miles ſhorter. 

While this was doing by People hired in 
the Province of New York, Mr. Shirley, ſoon 
after his Arrival at Boffon, ordered two Com- 
panies of Sir Villiam Pepperells Regiment, 
then at New York, to be compleated to 100 
Men each, and to proceed to the great Carry 
ing-place, there to guard the Store Houſes and 
Paſſage acroſs, and to be employed in clearing 
the Woods on the Sides of the Road, upon 
which they worked, till the reſt of the Troops 


arrived there. 


Mr. Shirley arrived from New York at Harte May g. 


ford in Connecticut, where he found the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly fitting, and that a Stop was put 
to the raiſing that Government's Quota of 
Men for the Crown Point Expedition, being 
1200, on Account of the Afembly' inſiſting 
that Mr. SHirley ſhould give the commanding 
Officer of  thezr Forces a Commiſſion and 
Rank as the ſecond in Command after Ma- 
jor General Johnſon ; which Point he was 
obliged to ſtay there one Night to ſettle with 
the Governor ; after which he ſet out the next 
Morning for Bollon. 


Mr. Shirley reached Boſton, where he found May 13. 


the 2000 Stands of ſmall Arms, which were 
deſtin'd for the Service of the Expedition 
againſt the French Incroachments in Nova 
Scotia, arrived from England, and in five Days 
after 
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1755. after all the New England Forces embarked 
for Fort Lawrence at Chiegnecto, where they 
arrived the 2d Day of June, and within ſe- 
venteen Days, in Conjunction with 400 of the 
regular Troops of his Majeſty's three Regi- 
ments there, attacked and reduced the French 
Forts at Beau Sejour, and at Gaſpereau near 
Bay Verte, made the Garriſons Priſoners ; and 
in a ſhort time after, upon two of his Majeſty's 
Ships of War's appearing before the French 
Fort ſituated on the River of St. John's, about 
three Miles above the Mouth of it, the Gar- 
riſon there burſt their Cannon, demoliſhed 
their Works as much as they could, evacuated 
the Fort, and retired up the River to their 
other Settlements upon it. 

After the Reduction of the French Forts, it 
being found neceſſary by Mr. Lawrence for the 
Security of the Province, to remove the Aca- 
dians (commonly called French Neutrals) out 
of it, and diſtribute them among his Majeſty's 
other Northern Colonies, the New England 
Troops were employed in that Service, and 
remained in the Province to aſſiſt in its De- 
tence till the reſpective Terms of their Enliſt- 
ments were expired ; when they inſiſted upon 
their Ditcharges, except a Company of 150 
Rangers, which were raiſed out of them, 
and others, who inliſted into the King's Re- 
giments there. 

For Mr. S$h:rley's Share in the Service of 
this Expedition he had the Honour to have 


his 


[19]. 
his Majeſty's Royal Approbation of it ſignified 1755. 
to him in a Letter from Sir Thomas Robinſon. 

The Cloathing, Arms, Accoutrements, May 20. 
Camp Equipage, and Stores of the 5oth Re- 
giment (which was compleated to 1019 Rank 
and File by the 24th of April, being within 
four Months after its Eſtabliſhment) arriv'd at 
Boſton ; but the Troops could not march for 
want of their Subſiſtence being paid them, 
the Deputy Pay-maſter General for the 
Northern Diſtri&t not being arrived in Ame- 
rica. - 

The Deputy Pay-maſter arrived at Boſton, May 28. 
and within about nine Days after (which was 
as ſoon as it could poſſibly be done) the 
Troops of that Regiment were paid their Sub- 
ſiſtence, at two different Payments, up to the 
24th of June. | | 

The firſt Diviſion, conſiſting of two Com- June 9. 
panies (which was as large a Party as Quar- 
ters could be conveniently found for in their 
Route) begun their March from Bo/ton to the 
Town of Providence in the Colony of Rhode 
and, the other Companies following in like 

Diviſions the four ſucceeding Days. 
The whole Regiment ſailed from Provi- June 16. 
dence for Albany, being about 450 Miles diſtant 
from Boſton, and arrived there the 28th, and 
debarking on the 3oth marched that Day to 
Scbenectada, where they found the New Fer- 
ſey Regiment arrived before them. 

Before Mr. Shirley left Boſton the Maſſachu- 
ſets Aſſembly being of Opinion, that the F * 
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June 28. 


July 4- 
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he was to carry with him to Ofwego would not 


be ſufficient to make a Reduction of the 
French Fort at Niagara, upon his Application 
Tz a Vote to enable him to carry with 

im 500 of ſuch of the Troops, that were 
raiſed by that Province for the Expedition 
againſt Crown Point, as would inliſt with him, 
provided the other Colonies concerned con- 
ſented to it; to which all except that of Con- 
necticut agreed; whoſe Refuſal prevented him 
from having that Augmentation of the Forces 
under his Command. 

Mr. Shirley having ſettled all Matters rela- 
tive to the Expedition againſt Crown Point, 
ſet out from Boſlon, and arrived at New York 
the 2d of July; ſoon after which the Re- 
mainder of Pepperell's Regiment embarked 
from thence for Albany, and proceeded di- 
rely to Scbenectada, leaving only a Detach- 
ment at Albany to eſcort Mr. Shirley from 
thence. | 

Upon Mr. Shirley's Arrival at New York he 
found a full Stop put to the Preparations for 
the Expedition againſt Crown Point, with re- 
ſpect to the Articles of Artillery and military 
Stores, which the Governments of Maſſa- 
chuſets Bay and New York had agreed to fur- 
niſh between them, depending that the Colo- 
nies of Connecticut, New Hampſhire, and Rhode 
TIfland would pay their Proportions of the 
Expence; but that not being done, the Go- 
vernment of New Vr declined parting with 


| [ar] 
the Stores without actual Payment or Security 1755. 
given. | n 
After having removed this Obſtacle to the july 5. 
Expedition's proceeding, by putting into the 
Hands of the Government of New York a ſuffi- 
cient Quantity of the Penſilvania Proviſions, 
| as a Security for reimburſing them on Ac- 
count of the beforementioned Articles, and 
advanced about 1oo0/. Sterling of his own 
Money towards the Expence of tranſporting 
the Artillery and OrdnanceStores, in Confidence 
of being reimburſed by the New England Co- 
lonies, he embarked for Albany. | 
Mr. Shirley arrived at Albany, and finding July 10. 
that the Embarkation of the New Jerſey and 
goth Regiments, and the five Companies of the 
51ſt, which were at Schene&ada, together with 
their Proviſions and the Artillery and Stores, 
would take up ſome Weeks ; which might be 
employed by him more profitably for his Ma- 
jeſty's Service in ſtaying there to forward the 
Expedition againſt Crown Point, than going to 
Scbenectada to attend the Embarkation of the 
Troops and Stores from thence, he commit- 
ted the latter to the Care of Lieutenant Colonel 
Elliſon, commanding Officer there: This Em- 
barkation was made in ſeven Diviſions, the 
five firſt of which took up till the 23d Day of 
Fuly, occaſioned by want of Battoe-men and 
Slay-men with Horſes at the ſeveral Carrying- 
places, of both which Mr. Shirley found him- 
elf greatly diſappointed, particularly in the 
County 


1755 


July 24. 


July 29. 
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County of Albany ; upon which his whole 
Dependance was for them. | | 

This Time Mr. Shirley employed at Albany 
in forwarding the Expedition againſt Crown 
Point in every Branch of it; and in order to 
diſpatch the Troops, ſupplied General John- 
ſon with 50 Barrels of Gunpowder and ſome 
other Articles out of the Stores of the Expe- 
dition under his own Command, and with a 
Draft upon the Deputy Pay-maſter General 
for 3000. Sterling, to enable him to carry as 
many Indians to Crown Point as he could ; 
and having ſtayed at Albany until the firſt Di- 
viſion of the provincial Troops, conſiſting of 
1000 Men, was in Motion upon their March 
towards Crown Point, he ſet out the Day fol- 
lowing for Schenectada with 30 Stockbridge 
Indians who had engaged to go with him to 
Oſwego. 

He arrived at Schenectada, where he found 
Lieutenant Colonel Elliſon had embarked but 
the-Day before with the fifth Diviſion of the 
coth Regiment for Oſwego ; and that Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Mercer with five Companies of 
the 51ſt, and one of the goth, were ſtill re- 
maining for want of Battoe-men. 

Mr. Shirley embarked with 97 Battoes load- 
ed with military Stores, Proviſions and other 
Neceſſaries for the Expedition; together with 
about 200 Regular Troops, 150 Battoe-men 
and 40 Indians (having increaſed his Indians 


to that number at Schenectada for Ofwego, 
leaving 
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leaving Orders for Lieutenant Colonel Mercer to 1755- 
follow him as ſoon as poſſible with the reſt 


of the Proviſions and military Stores, and the 
remaining three Companies of the 5; iſt except 
a Detachment of a Lieutenant and 40 Men, 
which were ordered to remain behind for ſafe- 
guarding ſuch Battoes, as ſhould be employed 
upon the Mobatꝶs River (which then begun 
to be infeſted with Enemy Indians) in carrying 
Proviſions and Stores for the Garriſon at O/- 
wego : and upon his Paſſage up that River he 
viſited the two Caſtles of the Mohawks whom 
he addreſſed in the following Terms; viz. 
© Brethren, 

* Colonel Fohnſon will fully inform you, 
that with the unanimous Approbation of 
© the Governments of the Maſſachuſets Bay, 
& New York, Connecticut, Piſcataqua and Rhode 


and, | have appointed him to be Commander 


ein Chief of 4700 Engliſb for the recovery of 
e your Lands upon the Lake Iroquois out of 
e the Hands of the French, and removing their 
* Forts and other Incroachments from thence. 
The principal Motives, which have in- 
e duced me to appoint Colonel Johnſon to this 
Command, and thoſe Colonies tv approve 
© of it, were his diſtinguiſhed Friendſhip for 
* you, and the Truſt and Confidence you 
* have for many Years repoſed in him: and 
© we have therefore thought him the beſt 
5 Perſon to have the Conduct of this impor- 
e tant Buſineſs, which ſo nearly concerns 
* your Intereſts, committed to him. . 
«c ut 
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«© Maſter's Name, his Con 


I 241 

But this Teſtimony of mine, and your 
*© Brethren's good Diſpoſition and affeRionate 
* Regard for you, is a ſmall Matter in compa- 
* riſon of that, which his Excellency General 
* Braddock the Commander in Chief of the 
Great Ning George your Father's Armies 
* upon this Continent, hath given you in the 
* Declaration, he hath ſent you in his Royal 

— of my 

* Choice of Colonel Fohnſon to command that 
* Part of the King's Army which is to act 
« at Lake Jroquois, and his furthar Appoint- 
ment of him to take the ſole Management 
of your Affairs upon himſelf excluſive of 
« all others, whom he hath forbid to inter- 
* meddle therein. 

* Beſides the Recovery of your Lands upon 
* and near Lake Jroquors, and the Removal. 
* of the French Incroachments there, the 
«* King your Father hath ordered his General 
** to recover your Country on the North Side 
* of the Lakes Ontario and Erie for you from 
« the French; the chief Command in the 
* Execution of which is committed to me. 

*© Theſe Lands you well know, Brethren, by 


authentic Deeds placed among the Records 


* of New York, were ſurrenderd by your. 
* Anceſtors into the Hands of the Great 


- 66 King your Father, for his Majeſiy on 


protect for them and their Deſcendants for 

ever. 
Nothing therefore, Brethren, now re- 
mains wanting to reſtore the Indians of the 
| leaving 


251 


e Fjve Nations to their former Poſſeſſions, and 1755: 


* ancient Superiority which they maintained 
* over the other Indians upon this Continent 
ce before the French (our and their avowed 
Enemies) found Means by their Artifices to 
© break their united State, and afterwards 
© draw ſome of them off from their Obedience 
* to the Great King their Father, but to re- 
<* uniteand ſtrengthen his Handsin recovering 
< his Children's Country for them, and driv- 
* ing the French out of it.” 

After this, he had Conferences with them, 
in which he particularly preſſed them to ſend 
off their Warriors, whom General Johnſon had 
engaged to follow him in the Ezpedition 
againſt Crown Point, giving Sachem Hendrique, 
who commanded them, a * Commiſſion for 
that Purpoſe ; and contented himſelf with 
obtaining from each of the Caſtles an Appoint- 
ment of eight of their young Men, who were 
not engaged with General * to accom- 
pany him to Ofivego. 


He received an Account, as 'M was on his July 30. 


Paſſage up the Mobawks River, of the Defeat 
of the Forces under the Command of Gene- 
ral Braddock upon the Monongabela, and Colo- 
nel Dunbar's + Retreat with the Remainder 

E of 


This Commiſion was found in his Pocket, when he 
was killed. 

It is inſinuated in Lewis Evans's beforementioned Pam- 
phlet, that Colonel Dunbar's Retreat from Lawre! Hill was 
owing to ſome Orders given him by Mr. Shirley for that Pur- 

g pole; 
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1755. of them from Lawrel Hill, with a deſign to 
march them to Philadelphia and enter into 
Winter Quarters there as ſoon as he could 
reach it. 

Aug. 8, Mr. Shirley arrived at the Oneida Carrying- 
place, where he found Lieutenant Colonel Elli- 
ſon detained for want of Slay-men, and Horſes 
to tranſport the Troops, Proviſions, Baggage, 
and Stores ſent in his Diviſion, and was him- 
ſelf obliged to remain there on the fame Ac- 
count 'till the 13th of that Month. 

During his Stay at the Carrying-place he ſent 
Orders to Colonel Dunbar to march his Troops 
from Philadelphia to Albany, as ſoon as might 
be, in order to be ready there to aſſiſt either 
in the Expedition againſt Niagara, or Crown 
Point, as his Majeſty's Service ſhould require ; 
or at leaſt to cover the Country in caſe Major 
General Jobnſon ſhould be defeated by the 
French, and prevent the Communication be- 
tween Albany and Oſwego from being cut off: 
He likewiſe diſpatched two Albany Men and 
Indians to Niagara for Intelligence of the 
Strength and Motions of the Enemy, with 
Orders to meet him at Oſwego ; and Meſſen- 
gers to the Oneida, Onondago, Cayuga, and 


poſe; whereas General Braddect's Defeat happened on the gth 
of Fuly, at which Time Mr. Shirley was about 450 Miles 
diſtant from the Monongahela, and Colonel Dunbar's Retreat 
being made on the 16th, it was impoſſible for him to re- 
ceive any Orders from Mr. Shirley within that time; nor 
did Colonel Dunbar receive any Orders whatever from him 
till about the middle of Auguſt, by which Time he had ad- 
vanced far in his March to Philadelphia, 


Sineca 
| 
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Sineca Indians to let them know of his March 1755: 
to Oſwego, and invite them to meet him 
there. 

Mr. Shirley, before he left Schenectada, 
had received Advices from Captain Bradſtreet, 
then Commandant at Oſwego, that upwards of 
1600 French had, at ſeveral times in the Sum- 

"Y mer, paſſed by in Sight of the Fort towards 
the Falls of Niagara, in their Way (as was 
ſuppoſed) to the Ohio, or elſe to ſtrengthen 
the Garriſon of Niagara; and that in the 
Month of July, part of them, viz. 300 French 
and 200 Indians had incamped within five 
Miles of Oſwego, with defign, as the Com- 

1 mandant thought, to attack it, but that 
finding the Garriſon too ſtrong for their 
Force they paſſed on towards N:agara. 

On the 17th of Auguſt at Night, being up- Aug: 
on his Paſſage to Oſwego he received by Ex- 
preſs from Captain Bradſtreet a Letter, where- 
in he acquainted him, “that he had juſt re- 
e ceived Intelligence from Cadaraqui, | Fort 

1 & Frontenac] of about 600 Troops, which 
* came from France that Year, beſides a large 
© Body of Irregulars being got there; that 
e another large Body of the Troops, which 
© had lately arrived from France, was, together 
© with the General, to be in a ſhort time at Ca- 
* daraqur, and that as ſoon as they were ar- 
e rived with a conſiderable Body of Indians 
* (which was likewiſe expected) an Expreſs 
* was to be immediately ſent from thence to 
« Niagara to inform the Officer, who com- 

| « manded 


if 
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* © manded the 500 Men, which had landed 
near Ofwego in July laſt, of their Arrival, 


© and the Day they were to ſet out to attack 
© Offvego, that, with all the Indians they could 
collect from that Quarter, they might ſet out 
at the ſame time and join the French General 
« at Oſwego.” 

This Account of the Deſigns of the French 
againſt Oſwego was afterwards fully confirmed 
by ſubſequent Intelligence ; but the Baron De 
Dieſtau's proceeding to Cadaraqui with all 
the Troops, that he brought from France, was 
prevented (as appeared afterwards) by Major 
General Tohnſcn's 1 againſt Crown 
Point. 

Mr. Shirley arrived at Ofwego with the 
laſt Divifion but one of the Forces under 
his Command, and found the Works 
there, hough ſtrengthened by Caprain Brad- 
rect as much as could be expected, in a 
very weak Condition ; the chief Strength of 
the Fort, which was mounted with five ſmall 
Cannon of 3 and 4 Pound Ball, conſiſted of a 
Stone- Wall 605 Feet in Circumference and 
31 Feet thick, ſo ill cemented, that it could 
not ſtand againſt Cannon of 4 Pound Shot, and 
was ſituated upon the South Edge of Lake On- 
tario on a ſmall Eminence, which was com- 
manded at 450 Yards Diſtance to the North 
Eaſt by an high Point of Land, on the oppo- 
ſite Side of the River, and by another Emi- 
nence behind it Weſtward at the Diſtance of 
540 Yards; and in this expoſed State of the 
Fort, 
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Fort, the French, if not hindered by armed 1758. 
Veſſels, might land Artillery from the Lake, —v 
within about a Mile of the Eminences. 
As it appeared to Mr. Shirley, upon a Sur- 
vey of thoſe two high Grounds taken on the 
Afternoon of his Arrival, that the oppoſite 
Point on the other Side of the River was, on 
Account of its advantageous Situation for 
commanding the Harbour, and the old Fort, 
the moſt eſſential Spot to be ſecured, he or- | 
dered it to be immediately cleared of the s 
Trees and Underwoods, with which it was i 
thick covered; and as it ſeemed abſolutely | 
neceſſary, in the weak Condition of the old 
Port, that for the Defence of the Place againſt 
the ſudden Attempts, it was threatened with 
from Fort Frontenac, it ſhould be ſtrengthen'd 
as ſoon as poſſible, with ſuch new Works, as 
the ſudden Emergency would admit of ; and 1 
as neither that nor the advanced Seaſon, and | 
the other Buildings and Works neceſſary to | | 
be finiſhed at Ofwego would allow Mr. Sbir- 1 
ley, under the Circumſtances he was in, to 1 
execute that Year any Plan of Fortifications, ll 
which would be defenſible againſt heavy Ar- | 
tillery, he gave Orders for erecting on the 1 
Point a ſtrong Log palliſaded Fort, capable of [| 
l 
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mounting large Cannon, and containing Bar- 
racks for 300 Men, which, from the Dimen- 
ſions of its Logs, might be defenſible againſt 
Cannon of 3 lb. or 4 lb. Ball; and, if it 
ſhould be thought requiſite to have a ſtrong j 
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. 
regular Fortification build round it another 
Year, be of Service, whilſt the new Works 
were erecting: And for ſecuring the Place to 
the Southward of the old Fort, he determined, 
as ſoon as Hands and Time could be ſpared 
for it, to have a ſmall ſquare Fort of Earth 
and Maſonry, with four Baſtions, a Rempart, 
Parapet, and Ditch, containing Barracks for 
200 Men, built on the other Eminence; a 
particular Account of all which Mr. Shirley 
tranſmitted in a Letter of the 19th of Septem- 
ber from Oſwego, to Sir Thomas Robinſon, with 
Plans of the intended Forts. 

The laſt Diviſion of the Forces under Mr, 
Shirley's Command, with Part of the Artillery 
and Ordnance Stores, arrived at Ofwego with 
Lieutenant Colonel Mercer; Carriages for g 
of the largeſt Pieces of Ordnance were to be 
new made (thoſe prepared for them before his 
Arrival not being ſufficiently fortified), ſeve- 
ral other Works to be forwarded as much as 
poſſible before he proceeded to Niagara; in 
particular the Intelligence he had received of 
the Enemy's deſigning ſoon to attack Ofawwego, 
made it not adviſeable for him to draw any 


conſiderable Part of the Forces from it in he 


expoſed Condition, the Works were then in, 
until at leaſt the new Fort erecting at the 
Point was incloſed, and ready to receive its 
Cannon ; but if all other Circumſtances had 
favoured Mr. Shirley's proceeding to Niagara, 
yet from the Time of his Arrival at Oſwego to 
the 18th of September, there had not been a 

ſufficient 
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ſufficient Quantity of Proviſions for victualling 1755. 


the Garriſon ten Days, at any one time in the 
Stores: This was occaſioned by ſeveral Acci- 
dents, but principally the Lowneſs of the Wa- 
ter in the Rivers, through which they were 
to be carried to Oſwego, Deſertion of Battoe- 
men and Slay-men (it being the Time of 
Harveſt), and above all by the inſufficient 
Number of both to be found in the Country 
for tranſporting the Baggage, Proviſions, Ar- 
tillery, and Ordnance Stores employ'd in this 
Expedition, and that of Crown Point, which 
were carrying on at the ſame time. 


At this time the State of the Intelligence sept. 17. 


concerning the Strength and Deſigns of the 
Enemy at Niagara and Fort Frontenac ſtood 
thus. h 
The two Albany Traders and Indians, which 
Mr. Shirley ſent from the Oneida Carrying- 
place to Niagara, were returned, and brought 
him an Account, that the Fort and Garriſon 
there were both in a weak Condition; that 
the French told the Indians, who being well 
known to the Garriſon, and unſuſpected by 
them, were admitted into the Fort, and con- 
tinued there two Days, that they had for 
ſome time expected goo Indians from Canada, 
with a large Quantity of Stores, and were un- 
der Concern leſt the Veſſels, that were to 
have brought them, ſhould be taken by one 
of the Engliſb Veſſels, they having heard no- 
thing of them for ſome Weeks ; that the 
French had at Niagara 70 or 80 large —_ 
wit 
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1755. with which they told them they intended to 
meet the Engliſh Veſſels, and board them; 


which laſt Circumſtance was confirm'd by an- 
other Indian, who had lately come from Ni- 
agara, and upon meeting one of the Engliſh 
Row-Gallies upon the Lake, cautioned the 
Commander of it againſt proceeding further, 
for that Reaſon. 

The Intelligence which the Parties of Al- 
bany Men and Indians, whom Mr. Shirley, 
ſoon after his Arrival at Oſwego, ſent to re- 
connoitre Fort Frontenac, and the Harbour, 
and other Iadians, which were lately arrived 
from thence, gave him of the Enemy's 
Strength and Deſigns there, was as follows : 

That the French Fort was ſurrounded with 
a Stone Wall about ſix Feet thick, and 
mounted with 'a great Number of Cannon 
large and ſmall ; that their Magazine had a 
large Number of Barrels of Powder in it; and 
that there were in their Harbour tyo Sloops 
of about the ſame Size with thoſe of the Eng- 
liſb; that there was one Encampment of re- 
gular Troops near the Fort, which, from the 
Number of the Tents, they judged to contain 
about 600 Soldiers, and another large En- 
campment of Canadeans ; that the French there 
told one of the Indians, who wasia Man of 
Note, and in great Confidence with them, 
that they expected ſoon from Canada a much 
larger Number of regular Troops, with an 
Officer, they called e General, which were 
lately arrived from France, and that the Com- 

| mandant 
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mandant of the Fort told him, that then they 1755. 
deſigned to make the Engliſh a Viſit at Of "Va 
wego, and attack it; the Truth of which was 
afterwards verified, 

And Major General Johnſon, in his Letter 
dated 1ſt of September, from the Camp at 
Lake George, acquainted Mr. Shirley, that 
ſome of the Indians, whom he had ſent for In- 
telligence to Canada, informed him, that the 
French told them, there were 300 Canoes late- 
ly gone to Cadaraqui | Fort Frontenac]. 

Mr. Shirley, upon laying together this Intel- 
ligence, and the Account which he had be- 
fore received of the Arrival of Troops from 
France that Summer, and conſidering theſe 
Circumſtances in particular, that all Inter- 
courſe between Fort Frontenac and Niagara 
had been ſuſpended for ſome time, and that 
the French had laid ſtill at the former of thoſe 
Places ever fince his Arrival at Oſtego, judged 
it probable that the Enemy's Deſign was, in 
caſe of his making an Attempt againſt Ma- 
gara (which, from its Diftance of 1 5 Miles, 
and the advanced Seaſon of the Year, would 
take up 30 Days, or more, in the Execution) 
to make a Deſcent in the mean time againſt 
Oſwego from Fort Frontenac, which does not 
exceed 55 Miles Diſtance from it. 

The Strength of the Garriſon at Ofwego was 
then as follows: The Number of Men fit for 
immediate Service did not amount to more 
than 1376, the Corps of which it conſiſted 
having been much reduced by Sickneſs and 

- * Deſer- 
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1755. Deſertions upon their March, and ſince their 


Arrival there; and beſides theſe Troops the 
Number of the Albany Men and Indians, 
which attended the Army, did not exceed 
120. 

The Accounts which Mr. Shirley had re- 
ceived of the Enemy's Garriſon and Works at 
Niagara encouraged him to make an At- 
tempt againſt it that Vear, if poſſible; and as 
the Works of the new Fort building upon the 
oppoſite Point were ſo far advanced, that he 
hoped it might be ready in a few Days to re- 
ceive its Artillery, he purpoſed, notwithſtand- 
ing the Onondago Indians in particular had de- 
clared to him, that the Seaſon of the Year 
was too far advanced for ſuch an Enterprize, 
to proceed to Niagara (as ſoon as a ſufficient 
Quantity of Proviſions ſhould arrive at Oſwego) 
with 600 Regulars, including Gunners and 
Matroſſes, beſides the Albany Men and In- 
dians, and a Train of Artillery conſiſting of 
one Cannon of 18 Pound Shot, four twelve 
Pounders, one ten Inch Mortar, one ſeven 
Inch Hoyett, two Royals, and five ſmall Swi- 
vel Hoyetts, with the four Veſſels, five Whale. 
Boats (being all he had), and a ſuitable Num- 
ber of Battoes; in which caſe the Force re- 
maining for the Defence of Oſwego would 
have been 700 Troops fit for immediate Duty, 
two Cannon of 12 Pound Ball, four nine 
Pounders, 10 fix Pounders, 6 three Pounders, 
and 8 Cohorns; and the Day following he 
convened a Council of War for their Opinion 


upon 


351 


upon his Intention to proceed to Niagara with 1755. 


the before- mentioned Force, on receiving a 
proper Supply of Proviſions; and the Majo- 
rity of the Members accordingly adviſed him 
thereto, 

Hereupon Mr. Shirley ordered Preparations 
to be forthwith made for the intended At- 
tempt; the 600 Troops were drafted, and 
held themſelves in readineſs to embark ; the 
Artillery and Ordnance Stores were put on 
board the Sloop Ontario, and a Proportion of 
the Proviſions on board the Sloop Oſwego ; and 
the reſt ready to be put on board the Row- 
Gallies, Whale-Boats, and Battoes, in the latter 
of which it was found, that a very conſiderable 
Part of the Troops would be obliged to em- 
bark, for want of Room, in the Veſſels. 


Eight Battoes, containing 40 Barrels of Sept. 27. 


Flour, and 13 of Bread, which were the Spe- 
cies of Proviſions wanted, arrived at the 
Camp; ſo that there was then in Store there 
14 Days full Allowance of Bread and Flour 
for 2000 Mouths, which, upon the beſt Cal- 
culation that could be made, was the whole 
Number of Troops, Albany Men, Indians, 
Workmen, and Followers of the Camp; of 
that Quantity Mr. Shirley determined to take 
with him to Niagara 21,000 Pounds of 
Bread and Flour, being 4 Allowance for 
700 Men for 40 Days; in which Caſe there 
would be left in Camp 8000 Pounds of Bread 
and Flour, being twelve Days 1 Allow- 


ance for the Number, he ſhould leave there, 
| F 2 which 
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1755. which by the Advices he had received from 


the Oneida Carrying-place and Mchawks River, 
he had the greateſt Reaſon to expect would, 

in the Space of a few Days, be augmented to 
a full Allowance for ſome Months. 

For 13 Days ſucceſſively before this, there 
had fallen immoderate Rains, and the Wea- 
ther had been very tempeſtuous upon the 
Lake, which till continued, and had greatly 
retarded the Works of the Garriſon, and in- 
creaſed the Number of the ſick; and the A- 
bany Men and Indians (the latter of which 
could not be kept from returning Home, but 
promiſed to join Mr. Shirley in the Spring, 
with great Numbers) made ſuch ſtrong Re- 
preſentations concerning the Seaſon's being 
too late, eſpecially for the Men to go to Nia- 
gara in ſmall Albany Battoes ; in which they 
could not poſſibly keep Company with the 
Veſſels, nor ſecure their Ammunition and 
Arms from being wet, and uſeleſs to them in 
caſe of a ſudden Attack, that Mr. Shirley 
found there was a conſiderable Uneaſineſs 
among the Officers at his Intention to pro- 
ceed thither ; and an Apprehenſion had like- 
wile prevailed among them, from Intelligence 
received the Night before, that one of the 
French Veſſels was ſeen in the Harbour of Ca- 
daraqui, with its Sails bent, that Oſcpego 
would be taken in his Abſence: Upon this 
Mr. Sbirley thought proper to convene a 
Council of War, the Members of which de- 
clared themſelves, for many Reaſons aſſign'd 


by 


( 37 ] 
by them, to be unanimouſly and clearly of Opi- 1755: 
nion, that it was moſt adviſeable for him to 
defer making any Attempt againſt Niagara 
until the next Year, when he might take the 
Advantage of an early Campaign, and not on! 
take, but bold Niagara, and leave Oſego leſs ex- 
poſed to the Enemy from Fort Frontenac; and 
that in the mean time, he ſhould employ his 
whole Strength in finiſhing the Forts (one of 
which was not begun to be built) the Barracks, 
Hoſpital, and other Works at Ofwego, as much 
as the Seaſon of the Year would allow. 

The Conſideration, which had the greateſt 
Weight with Mr. Shirley for deſiſting from 
the Proſecution of an immediate Attempt 
againſt Niagara, was, that nothing more could 
have been done that Year (ſuppoſing he had 
got the Troops and Artillery ſafe before it) than 
to diſlodge the French and demoliſh their 
Works, as the State of his Proviſions would 
not admit of his leaving a Garriſon there during 
the Winter for its defence; fo that an effectual 
Poſſeſſion of that Paſs could not have been 
taken that year ; whereas in the mean time, 
during the Abſence of the Veſſels from Oſego 
(all which it was indiſpenſably neceſſary for 
Mr. Shirley to have taken with him upon his 
Attempt againſt Niagara) it would have been 
in the Power of the French to have tranſported 
a Train of Artillery without Oppoſition acrots 
the Lake from Fort Frontenac, and have land- 
ed them either at the Place where Mr. Mant- 
calm actually landed bis in 1756, near Fort 


Ontario, 
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1755. Ontario, and made themſelves Maſters of that 


Fort, eſpecially as it was unfiniſhed ; or near 
the oppoſite Eminence behind the old Fort 
Oſwego, where the intended new Fort was 
not then begun to be built ; in either of which 
Caſes they might not only have made them- 
ſelves Maſters of Oſwego, but muſt have cut 
off Mr. Shirley's Return from Niagara; which 


would have been fatal likewiſe to the Troops s 


with him. "I 
That it was actually the Scheme of the 
French to have attempted both, if Mr. Shirley 
had proceeded to Niagara, moſt authentic 
Proof could be given, if it was proper to make 
it public. All thoughts of proceeding to Nia- 
gara that Year being, according to the unani- 
mous Opinion of the Council, laid aſide, Mr. 
Shirley employed the whole Strength of the 
Workmen and Soldiers, all the time he ſtayed 
afterwards at Oſwego, in carrying on the two 
new Forts and other Works and Buildi 
there; an Account of which with Copies of 
the two Minutes of the Councils of War held 
the 18th and 27th of September, containing the 
Reaſons for not proceeding to Niagara, were 
tranſmitted to England to be laid before his 
Majeſty. . 
Concerning the before- mentioned two new 
Forts it muſt be obſerved, that they were 
erected without any regular Engineer at the 
Diſtance of 400 Miles from any Engliſh Settle- 
ment, where a further Supply of proper Work- 
men and Materials for ſtrong — 
cou 
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could be had, and within 65 Days, the Sea- 1755. 


ſon in that Climate rendering it impracticable 
to work longer ; that during half that time, 
they were retarded by bad Weather, in which 
the Men could not work, and when they 
could, part of their Labour was neceſſarily em- 
ployed in finiſhing a Veſſel then building for 
his Majeſty's Service, in order to preſerve the 
Command of Lake Ontario, and a large Hoſ- 
pital, and Barracks for Winter Quarters, to 
contain upwards of goo Men; the Timber for 
all which was to be cut from the Stem, and 
.the Ground, on which the two Forts were 
building, to be cleared of the Trees and Un- 
derwood, with which it was covered. 
| In order to expedite theſe Works as much 
as poſſible, before the Winter ſet in, Mr. Sh:r- 
ley ſtayed at Ofwego until the 23d of October; 
beyond which time the great Variety of other 
Buſineſs of Importance in his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, devolved upon him after General Brad- 
dock's Death, and neceſſary to be ſettled and 
prepared for the enſuing Campaign, and which 
abſolutely required his Preſence in the other 
Colonies, (particularly the Maſſachuſets Bay) 
would not permit him to remain there. 

Mr. Sbirley, upon his going from Ofego, 
left Orders with the Commanding Officer of 
the Garriſon to finiſh the two Forts in his Ab- 
ſence, the former of which (Fort Ontario) 
was at that time picketted round, its Barracks 
within a very few Days of being all finiſhed, 
and was ſo far compleated, as to receive its 

| Garriſon, 


[49] 
1755. Garriſon, mouut 8 of its Cann on, and take in its 
Ordnance Stores; ſo that it was defenſible 
1 againſt any Number of Men, that the French 
j could bring againſt it with Muſquetry and 
Cannon of 3 or 4 Pound Ball; and the latter, 
| (Fort Oſwego) had three of its Baſtions, and 
1 the two intermediate Courtaines (except the 
|! | Parapet) finiſhed, and the Barracks raiſed; 
!1 the Directions left concerning which were to 
i] compleat the Parapet, and incloſe the other 
two Sides with Palliſadoes only for that Win- 
ter ; it being too late in the Seaſon to think of 
finiſhing the Rempart and Ditch of the 
whole; and to aſſiſt the Commanding Of- 
ficer in furniſhing and ſtrengthening theſe 
two Forts, and the other Works at Oſwego, ' 
Mr. Shirley ſent two of his Majeſty's Engineers 
as early in the Spring, as he could. 
As theſe Forts were calculated to defend the 
Place only againſt Attacks with Muſquetry 
or ſmall Cannon, Mr. Shirley, for ſecuring it 
againſt heavy Artillery, which could be tranſ- 
ported thither by Water-Carriage only, de- 
pended upon having a ſuperior Naval Force - 
on Lake Ontario to that of the French; being 
aſſured, that while his Majeſty's Veſſels kept 
the Command of the Lake, and the Officers 
were vigilant in their Duty, it would be im- 
. practicable for the French to attack Oſwego 
with any thing but Muſquetry, or even to 
carry with them a ſufficient Quantity of Pro- 
| viſions to ſupport them in /uch an Attempt : 
i For this purpoſe he determined to have as 
| many 


many more armed Veſſels built at Ofewego as, 1755- 
with thoſe built before, would be a ſuperior | 
Force to that of the French upon Lake Onta- 
rio; and as the Albany Battoes, which, before 
the Expedition againſt Niagara, had been the 
only Boats made uſe of in the Navigation be- 
tween Schenectada and Ofwego, were, though 
well calculated for the Mohawks River and 
Wood Creck, very unfit for navigating the 
Lakes, and keeping Company with Veſſels in 
an Expedition upon them, Mr. Shirley reſolved 
upon. having 250 Whale-Boats capable of 4 
holding 16 Men each, and of a built peculiarly 1 
adapted, on Account of their Swiftneſs and 1 
being able to live in a great Swell, for the Ser- 
11 vice upon the Lakes, built againſt the next 
Spring. 
He had, in the preceding Summer, ordered 
a few Whale-Boats of the ordinary Size, capa- 
ble of holding eight Men (Rowers and Steerſ- 
man included) to be built at Rhode 1/and, and 
tranſported to Ofwego ; but Captain Bradſtreet 
having made an Improvement upon them 
there, which rendered them much more ſer- 
viceable upon the Lake, Mr. $h:rley determin- 
ed to have the 250 new ones built upon that 
Model; and as it was much doubted whether 
Boats of that Size could be conducted through 
the Rifts, Shoals, and Currents, with which 
the greateſt Part of the Route from Schenectada 
to Oſwego abounds, it was at firſt propoſed to 
have them built at Ofwego ; but as that would 
have been more expenſive than building them 
f | | at 


| 
| 
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1755- at Schenectada, and the tranſporting in them 
◻ the great Quantity of Proviſions, they could 


contain, beſides the Men, from Schenectada to 
Oſwego would be a further ſaving to the Crown, 
and Captain Bradſtreet undertook to pilot ſuch 
a Boat between thoſe two Places, Mr. Shirley 
determined to make his Paſſage upon his Re- 
turn to Schenectada in one of them, that it 
might be aſcertained whether the Navigation 
of the Rivers, and Mood Creek, through which 
the Paſſage lay, for a Squadron of ſuch Boats 
was practicable or not, | 

Beſides the beforementioned Buſineſs, in 
which Mr. Shirley was engaged during his 
ſtay at Oſwego, there was another very ma- 
terial Branch of Service, which employed 
much of his Time and Attention there ; viz. 
the cultivating the beſt Harmony and Friend- 
ſhip, that was poſſible, with the Chiefs of the 
Indians, and improving a good Correſpondence 
with their Tribes in general. | 

The Importance of this Service will appear 
from the following Conſiderations, among 
others : The Country of the Five Nations is 
the Barrier of the Britiſb Colonies againſt the 
French and their Indians inhabiting the North 
Side of the great Lakes, and whilſt they re- 
main firm in the Britiſp Intereſt, they will not 
only be a Guard to them againſt the Incurſions 
of the Enemy, but the beſt Body of Indian 
Auxiliaries upon the Continent for harraſſing 
the French as high as Montreal itſelf, which 
- they had once near deſtroy'd with their own 
Force: 
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Force : on the other hand, if the French ſhould 1755. 
become Maſters of that Country, thoſe Indians 


mult of courſe be forc'd into heir Intereſt, and 
in ſuch caſe would be a formidable Body of 
Warriors for breaking up the Engliſb Back 
Settlements, eſpecially thoſe of New York and 
Penſilvania: and this has been ſo much the 
public Senſe of the Engliſb Nation, and of the 
Dutch before them, ever ſince the firſt Settle- 
ment of New Yerk, with which the Friend- 
ſhip of the Five Nations commenc'd, that it 


has ever been a ſtanding Maxim of both States 


to keep thoſe Indians in their Alliance: An 
high Proof of the national Sentiments of the 
Engliſh Government upon this Matter is, that 
one of the great Objects of Queen Anne's Mi- 
niſters, at the Treaty of recht, was to bring 
the French King formally to declare in the 1 5th 
Article of it, „that the Five Nations or Can- 
e tons of Indians were. ſubje& to the Domi- 
te nion of Great Britain: and in the preſent 
War the Government hath thought the Pre- 
ſervation of the Friendſhip of theſe Indians of 
ſo great Importance to the Nation, that the ut- 
moſt Care was taken by them for ſecuring that 
great Point, and ſpecial Inſtructions given for 
that Purpoſe by his Majeſty to the General and 
Commander in Chief of his Forces in North Ame- 
rica; which were not confined to thoſe Na- 
tions, but extended to the cultivating an Inte- 
reſt and Friendſhip with the Southern Indians 
likewiſe. 

G 2 In 


” b PUP 
— a 


þ 4 * 


( 44] 

1755. In conſequence of the Meſſages which Mr. 
| Yn Shirley ſent from the Carrying-place at Oneida 
| to Four of the Five Cantons or Nations of In- 
| 5 dians, inviting them to meet him at Oſwego, ſe- 

veral of the Sachems and Warriors of the 

| Oneidas met him ſoon after his Arrival there ; 
| as did, a few Days after, almoſt all the Sa- 
chems, and ſome of the Warriors of the Onon- 
dagos; likewiſe Deputies from the Cayugas 
and Senecas; and about the ſame time he re- 
ceived a Meſſage from a Branch of the O#- 
taiaias Indians, who inhabit in the Neighbour- 
hood of Lake Erie, and had been much con- 
cern'd in the Action at the Monongahela againſt 
General Braddock, expreſſing their Diſpoſition 
to lay down the Hatchet, and obſerve a Neu- 
trality for the future between the Enghſh and 
French: and as the inducing the Indians of the 
Five Nations to conſent to his Majeſty's erect- 
4 ing defenſible Forts near their reſpective Caſtles, 
ll | within the ſeveral Quarters of their Country, 
to be garriſon'd with Enghſh Soldiers for the 
Protection of their Wives and Children in time 
l of War againſt the French, would be the beſt 
| Means of fixing them in a firm Dependence 
| upon the Crown of Great Britain, and ſecuring. 
their Country to be a Barrier to the Engliſh ; 

and the opening a free Trade at Ofwego with 
the Indians inhabiting the North Side of the 
| Lake Ontario, and round Lake Erie, upon 
| more advantageous Terms for them than the 
French could afford; and eſtabliſhing an an- 
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nual Meeting and Council between them, and 1757. | 
the Indians of the Five Nations would be the 1 
moſt effectual Method of reclaiming thoſe fo- W 
reign Indians from the Intereſt of the French, 5 1 
(at leaſt to a State of Neutrality) and to reſtore | 
the Indians of the Five Nations to their ancient 
Authority and Influence over thoſe Northern 
Indians ; Mr. Shirley propoſed to the Indians 
of the Five Nations, which met him at O/- 
wego, to build them Forts near their ſeveral 
Caſtles, tobe 22 with the King's Troops; | 1 
and before he left Oſwego ſent Meſſages to 
the Meſſaſagues, Chippowees, Outaiwaias, and 
other Northern Nations, inviting them to meet 
him and their Brethren of the Five Nations 
at Oſwego in the Spring following, there to 
conſult in a general Council upon Meaſures 
for ſettling a mutual Friendſhip and Alliance, 
opening a free Trade and Commerce between 
the Engliſb and Indians, eſtabliſhing a general 
Peace among all their Caſtles, and putting an 
End to the deſtructive War, which the French 
were conſtantly inſtigating them to engage in 
with the Engliſb, and with each other. 

And for compaſling theſe ſalutary Ends, he 
propoſed to the Indians of the Five Nations 
then with him, that they ſhould ſend ſome of 
their Sachems to meet him in the Spring at 
Oſwego, being the Center of their own Coun- 
try; to which it was more fit, that the other 
Nations ſhould come to take Law from them, 
than that they ſhould go out of their own 
Territories, to meet thoſe Nations, 


The 


1755. 


1461 

The Reſult of the Propoſal to the Indians 
of the Five Nations for building them Forts 
was, that the Onondagos and Oneidas in a few 
Days deſired Mr. Shirley to give Orders for 
building Forts at their Head Caſtles ; the lat- 
ter giving him leave at the ſame time to fortiſy 
the great Carrying-place on their Lands at 
Oneida, as he ſhould think proper, for ſecuring 
Magazines of Stores and Proviſions, and keep- 
ing open the Communication with Ofwego 
during the Expedition ; and though the De- 
puties of the Cayugas and Senecas had not 
then Power from their Tribes to give a defini- 
tive Anſwer, whilſt Mr. Shirley was at Ofwego ; 
yet ſoon afterwards, following the Example 
of the Onondagos and Oneidas, they ſent Meſ- 
ſages to Sir William Johnſon, when Mr. Shir- 
ley was at Boſlon, deſiring they might have 
Forts immediately built near their reſpective 
Caſtles, to be mounted with Cannon and gar- 
riſon'd with Engliſb Soldiers; as did likewiſe 
the Tuſcacora Indians to him and Sir William 
Jobnſon, whilſt Mr. Shirley was at Albany, de- 
firing they might have Forts forthwith built ; 
which Requeſt was likewiſe renewed there b 


the Oneida and Onondago Indians; Mr. Shirley + 


accordingly gave Orders to Sir William Johnſon 


to cauſe Forts to be built for them according to 

a Plan which was ſettled by Mr. Montreſor the 

King's Chief Engineer, each Fort to be capable 

of being defended by 4o Men, and of entertain- 

ing 120 upon an Emergency, and as“ Sir Wil. 
* Vide Appendix, No, 1, 

liam 
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lam Tohnſon inform'd Mr. Shirley Directions 1755. 
were given for building Forts for all of them 
and ſome were accordingly built. 

The Effect of the Propoſal to the Indians 
inhabiting the North Side of the Lake Onta- 
rio, and thoſe of the Five Nations, to meet 
him at Oſwego in the enſuing Spring for the 
Purpoſes beforemention'd was, that the lead- 
ing Caſtles of the latter of thoſe Indians pro- 
mis'd Mr. Shirley to comply with it, and with 
regard to the Anſwer of the Northern Indians, 
Lieutenant Colonel Mercer, Commanding Of- 
ficer at Oſwego, in his Letter of the zoth of 
November 1755, to Mr. Alexander Secretary 
to Mr. Shirley, acquainted him, * that the 

, * Meſſaſagues and other neighbouring Nations 
of Indians had gladlyaccepted of Mr. Shirley's 
Invitation; that, was it not for the Dangers 
« on the Lake in the Winter, they would have 
e been at Oſwego before that Time, but that 
e they might be expected early in the Spring; 
* that he gave Mr. Alexander that Informa- 
tion, that Mr. Shirley might be appris'd of 
«© it, and either ſend him | Lieutenant Colonel 
* Mercer] Inſtructions, or ſome proper Per- 
* ſon to treat with them.” And in his Letter 
to Mr. Alexander of the 11th of December 17 5 5 
he ſays, © that he had the Pleaſure to acquaint 
e him with the Succeſs and Return of Mr. Shir- 
« ley's Meſſenger to the Meſſaſagues, and other 
* foreign Nations of Indians; that they had 
c accepted of his Offers and Invitation; and 
*« that they would be at Oſwego in great Num- 
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| 1755. © bers early in the Spring, being diſguſted with 
| | the French for the little Care they took of 
i ce their Families in their Abſence, their Breach 
j « of Promiſes in regard to Preſents, and their 
N « Want of Neceſſaries to ſupply their Wants; 
! te that he was anxious, leſt we ſhould not per- 
| e form the abſolute Promiſes, he had made in 
| « Mr. Shirley's Name, of conſiderable Pre- 
| te ſents, and a large Quantity of Goods for 
| « Trade, as their being diſappointed might 
| © be attended with bad Conſequences; and 
that he had directed the Commiſſary of the 
* Stores to tranſmit Mr. Alexander an Ac- 
e count of the Indian Goods in his Poſſeſ- 
« ſion; which was greatly ſhort of the Occa- 
« fion, we might probably have to diſpoſe of 
e them; that he had ſignified this to Mr. 
« Shirley, and doubted not of his taking care, 
e that a proper Supply ſhould be ſent.” 
| | For carrying into Execution theſe Meaſures, 
fo conducive not only to the attaching the In- 
8} dians of the Five Nations to the Engliſh Inte- 
bl reſt, as well as ſecuring their Country to his 
Majeſty, and making them dependent upon 
Great Britain, but for gaining over the Weſtern 
Indians to our Alliance, Mr. Shirley afterwards 
in the Courſe of the Winter gave Sir William 
Fohnſon particular Orders in every Article, 
and committed to him (as it was properly 
within his Department) the Care of building 
Forts according to ſuch Directions, as ſhould 
be given him for that Purpoſe, the providing 
proper Preſents for the Indians at. their =_ 
| pos'c 
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pos'd Meeting at Oſwego in the Spring (where 175e. 
Sir William Johnſon was likewiſe directed to 
be preſent) and furniſh'd him with the Sum 
of 5000/. which he acquainted Mr. Shirley 
he ſhould want - for defraying thoſe and 
other incident Expences; and he accord- 
ingly promis'd Mr. Shirley in ſeveral Let- 
ters to take the Care of theſe Services upgn 
him, | N 
In his Letters to Mr. Shirley of the 8th of 
March and 22d of April 17 56, he writes thus; 
in the former of them he ſays, Nothing can 
© be more pleaſing to the Six Nations and 
te their Allies than the Promiſe made them 
c concerning the Artiele of Trade; and I 
think nothing can deſerve our Attention 
* more than that and fortifying their Coun- 
ce tries and garriſoning them; for I am con- 
* vinc'd, were theſe two Articles ſettled to 
e their Mind, every thing elſe would go on 
&© ſucceſsfully; wherefore I doubt not your 
e Excellency will contribute all in your Power 
te towards accompliſhing thoſe two grand 
KF * Points.” And in the latter he ſays, By 
ce the Copy of my Proceedings at the late 
«© Meeting, your Excellency may have ob- 
te ſerv'd that agreeable to your Iaſtructions, I 
© promis'd that Goods ſhould be plenty and 
te cheap this Year at Ofzvego, in order to en- 
* courage the Weſtern Indians to come there 
the Indians [v15. of the Six Nations} diſco- 
« ver'd the utmoſt Satisfaction on hearing 
re this, and ſaid, no Method could be fo effec- 
II © tual 


. 
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1755- © tual to gain over the Weſtern Indians to our 
| , Alliance; they will depend upon this Pro- 
| 
1 
N 


« miſe being fulfill'd, and a Diſappointment 
« will be of very bad Conſequence; I hope 
therefore your Excellency will bear this 
« Matter in mind, and fall on Meaſures to 
| « fulfil our Engagements herein.” And in 
his Letter of April gth 17 56, he writes thus, 
| 
| 
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« As it is fo difficult to get Men here to build 
«Forts for the Six Nations, who are very 
« preſſing for them, I think it would be beſt 
© to have Men from fome other Government 
© to work at them, otherwiſe they will not 
< be finiſhed in time; and until they have 
« Forts garriſoned in their Countries it cannot 
t be expected, they will join us with all their 
Force, as I am convinced they then would; 
« their allowing Forts in their Country is a 
« ſtrong Indication of their Intentions to abide 
; « by us.” And in his Letter of the 8th of 
L March-17 56, ſpeaking of building and garri- 
| ſoning Forts for the Indians of the Six Na- 
tions in their Country, he fays, As this is 
c one of the moſt effectual Steps, which can be 
% taken to ſecure them [the Indians] in the 
« Britiſh Intereſt, and what the French have 
ce been long endeavouring at, I believe your 
_ « Excellency will think with me, that they 
« thould be immediately gratified therein.“ 
In anſwer to that part of Mr. Shrley's In- 
ſtructions to Sir William Jobnſon, which di- 
rected him to proceed in the Spring to Ofwe- 
go, and engage as many Indians of the Six 
= Nations 
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Nations as he could, (300 at leaſt) to be ready 1) 5s 


there to go upon any Service, Mr. Shirle 
ſhould order them, againſt the French Settle- 
ments upon the Lakes; as alſo to procure 100 
of them to aſſiſt in an Expedition againſt 
Crown Point; Sir William Tohnſon aſſured 
him, that he would accordingly proceed to 
| Ofwego ; and took upon him the Care of pur- 
chaſing the neceſſary Preſents for that Occa- 
fion ; acquainted him in his Letter dated May 
12th 1756, that he had appriſed the Indians 
of it at a general Conference at Fort fobn/on ; 

and in another of his Letters, that he flattered 
himſelf he ſhould be able to engage at the 
Meeting at Oſwego the Number of Indians, 
which Mr. Shirley mentioned to him for the 
Service upon the Lakes; and in his Letter of 
the 22d of April, that he would uſe his beſt 
Endeavours to engage 100 of them for the 
Expedition againſt Crown Point : And as Six 
| William Jobnſon, in his Letter dated March 
| 8th 1756, acquainted Mr. Shirley, * that. in 
e order to enable him to purchaſe the Preſents 
e for the Meeting at Ofwego, build the ſeveral 
« Forts, arm, cloath, and provide the In- 
* dians, which might join him, it would re- 
% quire a conſiderable Sum of Money, at leaſt 
* as much as he had before, which was 5000/7. 
« Sterling ;” Mr. Shirley immediately ſup- 
plied him with that Sum by a Warrant upon 
the Deputy Pay-maſter General; and the 
Prices, at which the Indians were to have 


Ronde at Ofiwego i in Exchange for their Furrs 
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] 1755. and the Regulations of the Trade there, were 
| | ſettled by Mr. Shirley in concert with Sir 
William Yobnſon ; fo that all things neceſſary 
for carrying into Execution every Part of the 
Scheme for promoting his Majefty's Service 
both among the Iazans of the Five Nations 
and thoſe inhabiting on the other Side of the 
Lakes were provided for as far,as it was in Mr, 
Shirley's Power to do it. 

Oct. 24, Mr. Shirley ſet out from Oftwego for Albany 
in a Whale-Boat attended with ſome Battoes, 
to be ready at hand, in cafe making the whole 
Paſſage in it ſhould be found impracticable, 
and arrived on the 27th at the Oneida Car- 
rying-place ; where a Deputation from the 
Indians of that Caſtle met him, and he ſtayed 
one Day to ſettle ſome Matters with them ; 
particularly the building of two Forts upon 
the Carrying-place there, and to give Di- 
rections for the erecting of them, and on the 
29th ſet out for the German Flatts, where 
arriving that Night he went from thence the 
next Morning and reached Conajobara by 
Night ; from whence he ſet out the Day fol- 
lowing, after having in his Paſſage ſent the 
Mohawk” Indians of the Conajohara Caſtle a 
Meſſage, acquainting them with his Return, 
and deſiring them to meet him at the lower 
Mohawks Caſtle at Fort Hunter, and having 
a Conference with the Indians there (in which 

11 they made him the ſtrongeſt Promiſes to at- 

117 tend him the next Spring at Ofwego) he ar- 

TE. © rived late at Night at Fort Jobhnſon; and from 

* 5 | 1 1 thence 
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thence the Day following at Schenectada after 1755: 
a very fatiguing Paſſage of nine Days from 
Oſwego, and not without very imminent Dan- 
ger from the Experiment he made in the 
Whale-Boat, as it went up a very difficult Fall 
in the Oneida River. 
He arrived at Albany, where he was de- Nov. 4. 
tained until the 2 9th of that Month in ſettling 
the Winter Quarters and other Affairs of his 
Majeſty's 44th and 48th Regiments then 
upon the Spot, and ſeveral weighty Matters 
relative to his Majeſty's Service under his 
Command, neceſſary to be tranſacted there; 
particularly the fixing the Garriſons of Forts 
Edward and Wilkam Henry for the Winter, 
in concert with the Governor of New York, 
and Commiſſioners from the other Govern- 
ments; and making Preparations for a Win- 
ter's Expedition againft Tionderoge and Crown 
Point, which the Want of fufficient Ice oc- 
caſioned by the mildneſs of the Seaſon in the 
Month, when it muſt have been made, would 
not admit of being carried into Execution. 
He embarked for New York, where he ar-Noy, 29. 
rived the 2d of December, having, before he 
left Albany, wrote circular Letters to the 
ſeveral Governors upon the Continent as far 
Weſtward as Virginia, ſummoning them to 
meet him there, in order to form a Council 
of War, conſiſting (purſuant to one of his Ma- 
jeſt's Inſtructions to him) of ſuch of the Go- 
vernors upon the Continent, and Field Officers 
of his Majeſty's Troops, as could attend n 
| | The 
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The Council met, at which were preſent 


De "the General, who was alſo Governor of the 


' Maſſachuſets Bay, the Governors of New York, 
Maryland, Penſilvania and Connecticut, and 
all the Field Officers, that were not neceſſarily 
abſent upon Duty with their reſpective Corps, 
either in Nova Scotia, at Oſwego, Schenectada, 
or Albany ; the Governors o Virginia, New 
Jerſeys, Rhode and, and New Hampſhire be- 
ing inevitably hindred on ſeveral accounts from 
being preſent at it. 

At this Time the only practicable Entrance, 


which the French had into the Lake Ontario 


was through the River 1roquors (called by them 
a Branch of the River $f, Lawrence) within a 
few Miles diſtance of Fort Frontenac, which is 
ſituated on the North Eaſt Edge of that Lake, 
at about 55 Miles diſtance from, and. nearly 
oppoſite to Ofwego ; and whilſt the French 


were in Poſſeſſion of that Fort and the Har- 


bour there with a free Paſſage into the Lake 
through the River Jroquois, together with 
their Harbour at Tronto, they had it in their 
Power to build Veſlels of a larger Size upon 
the Lake than could be built in the Har- 
bour of Ofwego, which would not only greatly 
annoy. any Fort, that ſhould be erected by his 
Majeſty at the North Eaſt End of the Paſ at 
Niagara, but endanger the loſs of Ofwego 
itſelf,” unleſs his Majeſty ſhould have at leaſt 
an equal naval Force to that of the French up- 
on 408 Lake. 


+ - - + - 64 
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From the beſt Information, Mr. Shirley 1785. 
could procure, the French Forts and Settle- 
ments at Niagara, upon Lake Erie, and the 
Ohio, and even as far as Miſilimackinac upon 
Lake Huron were almoſt wholly ſupported 
with Stores and Proviſions from Montreal 
chiefly by Water Carriage through the River 
Troquois, and acroſs the Lake Ontario. 

As it therefore appeared to Mr. Shirley, that 
by diſlodging the French from Fort Frontenac, 
and their ſmall Fort at Tronto, and barring u 
their Entrance into the Lake Ontario — 
the River Iroquois would cut off all their Forts 
and Settlements upon that and the other Lakes, 
and the River Ohio from receiving any Support 
from Canada, without which, they could not 
poſſibly long ſubſiſt; and at the ſame time 
moſt effectually ſecure Oſwego from the At- 
tempts of the French; he propoſed to the 

Council, for their Opinion and Advice, the 
following Plan of Operations for the enſuing 
Year; VIZ. 

The building more Veſſels, and of a larger 
Force upon the Lake Ontario; the carrying on 
two Expeditions, one againſt the French Set- 
tlements on that Lake with 5000 Troops, and 
another at the ſame Time againſt Crown Point 
with 6000 ; the Operations in the former to 
begin with an Attempt againſt the Forts Fron- 
tenac, and La Gallette, which laſt is ſituate 
up the River Iroquois; and the more effectually 
to divide the Force of Canada, that at the 
ſame Time an Attempt ſhould be made _— 

Ort 
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1755- Fort Duqueſne by Land from Villb's Creek by 


the Weſtern Colonies ; which would likewiſe 
probably hinder great Part at leaſt of the 


Southern Ind:ans in the French Intereſt from 


oppoſing our Operations to the Northward; 
and that a Body of 2000 Troops, after break- 
ing up the French Settlements upon the Chau- 
diere, ſhould make a Feint at the Mouth of 
that River, which is nearly oppoſite to Quebec, 
in order to alarm the French in that Quarter. 
The Council declared their Opinion in fa- 
vour of theſe ſeveral Operations ; in particular 
that it was moſt eſſentially neceſſary, at all 
Events, to ſecure the Navigation of the Lake 
Ontario; but they were of Opinion that 6000 
Troops ſhould be employed in the Expedi- 
tion againſt the French Forts upon that Lake, 
and 10,000 in that againſt Crown Point; and 
as to the propoſed Attempt againſt Fort Du- 
queſne, and Operations upon the River Chau- 
diere, they were of Opinion, they ſhould be 
carried into Execution, provided it could be 
done without interfering with the two prin- 
cipal Expeditions: And after giving their Opi- 
nion upon the Points propoſed to them by 
Mr. Shirley, they declared it to be their una- 
nimous Opinion, that, conſidering the ſevergl 
Services to be carried on in North America, 
an additional Number of Regular Troops to 
thoſe, his Majeſiy then had upon that Con- 
tinent, would be neceſſary for effectually re- 
covering and ſecuring his juſt Rights there. 


The 


BEE 


The Reſult of this Council was, that Mr. 1755. 


Shirley, as he had received Intelligence that 
the French were building Veſſels of Force at 
Frontenac, ordered a Snow of 18 Carriage- 
Guns fix Pounders, and 20 Swivels; a Bri- 
gantine of 14 Carfiage-Guns and 12 Swivels, 
and a Sloop of 6 Carriage-Guns, to be built 
as ſoon as poſſible at Oſoego; and determined 
to make Preparations for carrying into Exe- 
cution the before-mentioned Plan of Opera- 
tions in the enſuing Year, as far as the Forces, 
he ſhould then have would pertnit him. 


Mr. $h:rley tranſmitted to his Majeſty's Mi-Dec. 19. 


niſters Copies of the Minute of the before- 
mentioned Council, together with an Account 
of his whole Proceedings to that time; and 
in Anſwer thereto had the Honour to receive 
a Letter from one of his Majeſty's principal 
Secretaries of State, acquainting him, That 
they had been laid before his Majeſty ; and that 
the - new Diſpoſition, which his Majeſty had 
thought proper to make of the Command of 
his Forces in North America, was not 
owing to any DiſſatisfaFtion with Mr. Shirley's 
Services, but that on the contrary it was his 
Majeſty's Intention to give him a further Mark 
of his Royal Favour therein expreſſed. 

It muſt be obſerved here, that the State of 
his Majefty's Troops in North America, exclu- 
five of thoſe poſted in Nova Scotia, New- 
foundland, South Carolina, and the Bahama 
Hands, none of which could be ſpared from 
the Defence of thoſe Parts, was at this time 

I as 
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1755. as follows: The 44th and 48th Regiments, 


poſted at Albany and Schenectada conſiſted of 
about 5oo each, the goth of about 600, and 
the 5; iſt about 400, the four New York Inde- 
pendent Companies of about 180, and about 
80 of the Royal Artillery, making in the 
whole a Body of about 2200 Men; of which 
there were not above 600, excluſive of the 
80 of the Royal Artillery, which had been 
two Years in the Service; and the whole, 
when compleated to the Eſtabliſhment of each 
Corps, would have made up a Body of Men 
not exceeding 4400. | 

A few Days after the Council of War was 
finiſhed, Mr. Shirley convened the Governors 
then preſent at New York, to conſult about 
the Number of Provincial Troops, neceſſary 
to be raiſed for effecting the Services, which 
had been there determined upon, and what 
Proportions of them it ſhould be recommend- 
ed to each Colony to raiſe ; and as it was ap- 
prehended, that ſuch an additional Number of 
Regulars as would compleat the 6000 recom- 
mended to Mr. Shirley by the Council, to be 
employ'd in the Operations upon Lake On- 
tario, might probably be ſent from Europe 
(as in fact Otway's and an Highland Regiment. 
were, making in the whole goo Men, and 
which were landed at Albany by the 27th of 
June 1756, and. others ordered ſoon to fol- 
low) they determined, that the Colonies of 
Maſſachuſets Bay, New Hampſhire, Rhode Iſland, 
Connecticut, New York, Penſilvania, Rn 
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and Virginia ought to raiſe 10,600 Men for 1755. 
the Expedition againſt Crown Point, in the 
Proportions which had been ſettled at Albany 
by the Commiſſioners, who met there from 
the ſeveral Governments in 1654 ; according 
to which their reſpective Quotas of that Num- 
ber, with a ſmall Exceeding of 2 50 Men, 
were ſettled as follows; vg. 


Virginia — 1750 
Maryland — — 1000 
Penfikvania — — 1500 
| 4250 
New Jerſeys — — 750 
New York — — 1000 
Connecticut. — — 1500 
Rhode andi — — 500 
Maſſachuſets Bay — — 1750 
New Hampſhire — — Foo | 
6000 
10,250 


Theſe Quota's it was agreed, that the Go- 
vernors then preſent ſhould each of them up- 
on their Return to their Governments, re- 
commend to their reſpective Aſſemblies, to 
furniſh, as early in the Spring as poſlible ; 
and Mr. Shirley was deſired to recommend it 
to the abſent Governors of the Colonies con- 
cern'd, to do the ſame. 

In anſwer to Mr. Shirley Letter upon this 
Occaſion to the Governor of New YTerſeys, - 
he was aſſured, that that Government would 

12 continue 
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—— continue to maintain their Regiment of goo 


Men, which had been employed in the Expe- 
dition againſt Niagara the Year before; and 
as ſoon as they could ſpare 250 Men out of 
the Troops, they were obliged to keep up for 
the immediate Defence of their Frontiers, in- 
creaſe it to the full Number of the Quota 
allotted them for his Majeſty's Service, to be 
employed as the King's General ſhould think 
fit. 

The Governors of Penſilvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia in their firſt Anſwers gave Mr. 
Shirley Hopes, that the Provinces under their 
ſeveral Commands would contribute Part at 
leaſt, if not the whole, of their reſpective 
Quota's, either in Men or Money, towards 
carrying on the Expedition againſt Crown 
Point; but he afterwards received Letters 
from them, by which he found he could have 
no Dependance upon any of thoſe Govern- 
ments for the leaſt Aſſiſtance in an Expedition 
to the Nor/hward; nor could they, as their 
reſpective . aſſured Mr. Shirley, be 
induced to carry on the propoſed Expedition 
with 3000 Men upon their own Frontier 
againſt Fort Duqueſne ; in Expectation of their 
doing which Mr. SVrley had appointed * Ga- 
ver nor Sharpe to the chief Command of it. 

The Quota's of the three laſt mentioned 
Colonies towards compleating the 10,000 Men 
to be raiſed for the Expedition againſt Crown 


Governor of Maryland. 


Pon? 
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Point amounted to 4.250, and their Failure to 1756, 
raiſe any Part of them reduced Mr. Shirley 1 


Dependence upon the Colonies for aſſembling 

a ſufficient Force to carry it on, to the four 
—— of New England and Province of 
New York, but chiefly the former. 

This threw no ſmall Difficulty upon his Ma- 
Jeſty's Service; the New England Governments 
had ſupported the whole Burthen of the laſt 
Year's Expedition, except that Part, which 
the Provinces of New York and Penſilvania 
had ſuſtained, and which was but ſmall in Pro- 
portion to theirs. In order to raiſe the Num- 
ber of Troops, which was determined to be 
employed in the Reduction of Crown Point, it 
was neceſſary that the five firſt -mentioned Co- 
lontes ſhould furniſh almoſt double the Num- 
ber of Men, which was ſettled to be their juſt 
Proportion; and it was a difficult Taſk to preſs 
this upon them, merely becauſe the other Co- 
lonies equally populous and intereſted in the 
Event of this Expedition, and of greater Abi- 
lities than themſelves, at leaſt that the Colo- 
nies of New England, refuſed to contribute 
the leaſt Aid of either Men or Money towards 
it. 

To increaſe the Difficulty, theſe Circum- 
{tances concurr'd. 

{he Reſolutions of the Colonies of Conne- 
cticut, Rhode and and New Hampſhire, with 
regard to raiſing Men for the Proſecution of 

this Expedition, depended on thoſe of the 
Maf- 


— — nc 1 
— — ——2ͥk . 1, . 2 
. — — pn 
ho .- " 
" Mr ———_ * 


— —— — 
—ͤ—ꝓñũ —————— — c 


—— 
Ju * Y . > P * y 
. — — — — — B 
f : . ——— nos on IO 
_ - l - i 
wy 2 8 2 — = 2 — —_ — — — 
O22 RE IE TSS, Tra er FIRE, aig I 


” 
oy 
CC - » 


* ——_ . 
, _ am — 
* JC. * 2 Ns 
— # =” oe 
5 * 


— —_ = 


_ 


[ 62 ] 


1756, Maſſachuſets Bay; which is generally the lead. 


ing Government in New England. 

The exhauſted Circumſtances of this Pro. 
vince in particular, which had been at a very 
conſiderable Expence in the Year 1754 on 
Account of the Expedition, it had carried on 
ſolely at its own Charge, upon the River Ken- 
nebeck, and was in Arrear 15,000/. to the Of- 
ficers and Soldiers,. it had employed in that of 
the laſt Year againſt Crown Point; the large 
Number of Men, which had been raiſed for 
the Reduction of that Fortreſs by the ſeveral 
Governments concerned in it, and the little 
that had been done towards effecting it, during 
the whole Campaign, had occaſioned a Diſſatis- 
faction throughout the Maſſachuſets Govern- 
ment; as the laſt mentioned Circumſtance 
had likewiſe done within the Colonies of Con- 
necticut and New Hampſhire ; however they 
ſtill retained a general Spirit for accompliſhing 
the Reduction of the French Forts in that Quar- 
ter, but pleaded their Inability to raiſe Money 
to defray the Charges of another Expedition 
this Year ; unleſs they were aſſiſted in diſ- 
charging the Debt, they had contracted in the 
laſt, and endeavoured, particularly the Maſ- 
ſachuſets Bay, to avail themſelves of Sir Thomas + 
Robinſon's circular Letter to the Governors of 
North America dated the 19th of June 1755 ; 
whereby they were forbid by the Lords Jut- 
tices © to draw Bills upon the Pay-maſter 
„ General, or his Deputy, or upon any other 
"al * Perſon 
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 « Perſon for the Diſcharge of ſuch Expences, 1756. 


te as had been or might be incurred on Ac- 
te count of the Services or Operations to be per- 
« formed by them, or in any reſpe& under 
ce their Direction in North America; and were 
te directed upon all ſuch Occaſions to apply for 
« ſuch Sums of Money, as ſhould fo become 
e neceſſary, and were not properly chargeable 
te to the Account of their reſpective Govern- 
ce ments, to the Commander in Chief of his 
« Majeſty's Forces for the time being in North 
te America.” 

This Letter they conſtrued to be a Power 
at leaſt (if not a Direction) given to the Cam- 
mander in Chief of his Majeſty's Forces to 
ſupply the ſeveral Governments with Money 
to diſcharge all the Expences, they had been 
at, the Year before in the Expedition againſt 
Crown Point; which they inſiſted was ex- 
preſsly given in Charge to Mr. Braddoch as 
part of the general Expedition ſet on foot by 
the Crown in Nerth America, and as much in- 
tended to be carried on at the King's Expence, 
as the particular Expeditions againſt the French 
Settlements on the Ohio, and at Niagara; for 
defraying the Charges of both which it was 
known the King's General had drawn War- 
rants upon the Deputy Pay- maſters in Ame- 
rica; and great Part of the Maſſachuſets A/- 
fembly was ſo ſtrongly perſuaded from the 
before- mentioned Letter, that Mr. Shirley had 
ſome Direction, or at leaſt Power given him 
to reimburſe the Colonies concerned in the 


Expedition 
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1756. Expedition againſt Crown Point for their paſt 


Expences in it, that he found it neceſlary to 
make an explicit Declaration, that he had 
not; and took occaſion to obſerve to them 
with regard to the general Power, which they 
conceived was implied in Sir Thomas Robinſon's 
Letter for that purpoſe, that it was confined 
to ſuch Expences, as were not properly charge- 
able to the Account of the Governments in the 
Colonies ; but that, as the Expedition againſt 
Crown Point was at firſt concerted, and wholly 
undertaken by the Colonies concerned, at their 
own Expence, the Quota's of which they 
had ſettled among themſelves, and made 
Proviſion by Acts of Aſſembly for defray- 
ing them; and all this was done without 
any previous Orders or Privity of the 
Crown, (though the Expedition afterwards 
received General Braddocks Approbation 
at Alexandria) there was no Colour to 
ſay that the Expences of it, were not properly 
chargeable to the Account of the Governments, 
which had ſet it on foot, 

This Point was got over ; but the great Ob- 
ſtacle of the Government of the Maſſachuſets 
Bay, which exiſted likewiſe in a leſs Degree in 
thoſe of Connecticut and New Hampſbire, {till 
remained ; their Inability to raiſe immediate 
Supplies for diſcharging the Arrears of Pay 
due to its Officers and Soldiers for the laſt 
Year's Service ; without doing which it was in 
vain for the Maſſachuſets Bay at leaſt, where all 
Paper Currency was aboliſhed, to attempt 2 

ns 
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ſing any conſiderable Number of Troops in 1756. 


time for this Year's Campaign. 

For opening a Way to extricate thoſe Co- 
lonies out of this Difficulty, Sir Thomas Robin- 
ſon's Letter of the 11th of November 1755 to 


the ſeveral Governors of New England moſt 


opportunely arriv'd ; in this Letter was ſigni- 
fy'd to them his Majeſty's Royal Approbation 
of the Zeal and Spirit, which thoſe Govern- 
ments had manifeſted in his Service by ſend- 
ing Reinforcements to General Johnſon ; and 
that his Majeſty would © recommend to his 
Parliament to grant them ſuch Aſſiſtance in 
© Coniideration of the Charges they had born, 
« as their Circumſtances ſhould require, and 
* would enable them vigorouſly to purſue the 
ce great and neceſſary Work, which had been 
* fo chearfully undertaken.” 

This Mark of his Majeſty's Favour gave a 
new Spring to their Proceedings ; yet it did 
not remove the grand Difficulty; they were 
{till at a loſs to find out Ways and Means for 
railing a ready Sum of Money; the Arrival of 
the 115,000/. Sterling, afterwards granted by 
Parliament, would have been too late to have 
anſwered the Exigencies of his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice this Year, if they had ſtayed for that; in 
the mean time, though the Royal Declaration 
was looked on by the ſeveral Governments, as 
a ſufficient Security for ſuch Sums of Money, 
as were wanted, yet it was not ſuch an one, as 
the Merchants would advance them upon, at 
leaſt without a very large Diſcount. a 
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It was propoſed therefore to Mr. Shirley to 
lend the Government of the Maſſachuſets Bay 
ſuch a Sum out of the Contingent Money un- 
der his Direction, as could be ſpared from the 
other Parts of his Majeſty's Service, and would 
enable them to raiſe ſuch a Number of Men 
for their Quota this Year, as might be ſuit- 
able to the Exigency of the Service, and ſet 
the other Colonies a proper Example, 
Connecticut, next to the Maſfſachuſets Bay, 
with regard to the Number of its Inhabitants, 
is the moſt reſpectable of the New England 
Colonies, and had ever maintained a cloſe Con- 
nection with that Government upon all Occa- 
ſions for the Service of the common Cauſe; 
as it did particularly at this Juncture; upon 
which * Gzvernor Fitch, ſoon after Mr. Shir- 
ley's Return to Boſſon, ſent Commiſſioners to 
adviſe with i him upon the Part, which that 
Government. ſhould take in the Expedi- 
tion. 

This Colony was (as is before obſerved) in 
ſome Degree under the ſame Difficulty with 
the Mafjachuſets Government in reſpect to the 
railing immediate Supplies of Money for this 
Year's Service; and Governor F:7ch in his pub- 
lic Inſtructions to his Commiſſioners directed 
them to make Application, on the Part of the. 


Colony, to Mr. Shirley, to aſſiſt them with at 


Sum of Money, which he had likewiſe urged 
much in his Letter to him, as neceſſary to en- 
able him to raiſe ſuch a Quota of Men, in 

time 


Governor of Connecticut. 
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time for the enſuing Campaign, his as Ma- 1756. 
jeſiy's Service demanded. WOE 
Mr. Shirley finding, that if he would com- 
ply with the Requeſt of both Governments, 
he might ſecure a Vote of the Maſſachuſets 
Aſſembly for raiſing 3000 Men at leaſt, and of 
Connecticut Government for raiſing 2000 ; that 
on the other hand, if he refuted, not only 
the Number raiſed for the Expedition againſt 
Crown Point would fall extremely ſhort of 
their deſigned Complement, but this Year's 
| Preparations be too late for the Service; and 
that in caſe the Money, which ſhould be 
granted by Parliament to the Colonies arrived 
in America this Summer (as there ſeemed 
room to hope) ſuch a Loan might be made 
out of the Contingent Money, without the 
leaſt Inconvenience to the Government at 
Home, or interfering with the other Parts of 
his Majeſty's Service in America, judged his 
Compliance with their Deſire to be the moſt 
effectual, and indeed the only Means for mak- 
ing the G-ant of the Parliament anſwer his 
Majeſty's Intention in recommending it; 
which was © to enable the New England Co- 
© lonies vigorouſly to proſecute the Expedi- 
ce tion this Year,” as well as to reward them 
for their Services in the /aft; and he there- 
upon made the Maſjachuſets Government a 
Loan of 30,000 J. Sterling, and Connecticut of 
10,000 J. to be repaid out of their reſpective 
Shares of ſuch Monies, as ſhould be granted 
the Colonies by Parliament, upon its Arrival 
K 2 in 
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1756. in America; and in caſe of its Failing to 
arrive by a Day prefix'd, the Repayment was 
ſecured by Taxes upon the Inhabitants : And 
the * Governor of New Hampſhire, who had 
likewiſe ſent a Commiſſioner to Bo/ton to con- 
ſult with Mr. Shirley upon the Share, which 
the Province under his Government was ex- | | 
puny to take of the Expedition, aſſured him, 
e ſhould be under an utter Incapacity to ſend 
any conſiderable Number of Troops from 
| thence, in time for the King's Service this 
Campaign, without being affiſted with a Sum 
of Money; whereupon Mr. $h:r/ey lent that 
Government 3ooo l. Sterling upon the ſame 
Terms. | | 
The Effect of theſe Loans was, that the 
Maſſachuſets Bay finally voted 3 500 Men, Of- 
ficers included ; which was double the Num- 
ber ſettled to be their Proportion at the Meet- 
ing of the Governors at New York ; Connecticut 
2500, which was two thirds more than what 
their Quota was ſet at; and the Province of 
New Hampſhire 500 Men, amounting in the 
whole for thoſe three Governments to 6500 ; 
the Government of Rhede Iſland voted about 
the ſame time 500 Men as their Quota ; and 
New York, which had before voted no more 
than 1000, was induced by this Example to 
augment them to 1715, of which 1315 were 
deſtined by their Act of Aſſembly immediately 
againſt Crown Point, and the other 4co for 
the ſame Service, as ſoon as the Protection of 


* Governor /entworth, 


their 


[ 69 ] 


their own Frontier againſt the Indians, and 1756. 
an Engagement, which they had entered into 


with the Government of Penſilvania for carry- 
ing on an Expedition would admit of it ; all 
which amounted in the whole to 8715. 
Buy this means 7:mely Preparations were 
made by the Colonies concerned for carrying 
on an Expedition to effect againſt Crown Point 
this Year, and ſuch a Body of Provincial 
Troops fit for Duty ſecured, as would, ac- 
cording to all Appearance, if they had not 
been retarded by Circumſtances, which hap- 
pened after Mr. Shirley's Command expired, 
have marched towards Tionderoge by the latter 
End of July, or ſoon after, and when ſup- 
ported by ſuch a Body of Regular Troops, as 
might have been ſpared for that Service, been 
a ſufficient Force for the Reduction of Crown 
Point at that time: Whereas if Mr. Shirley 
had not entered into this Meaſure, there would 
have been a very inconfiderable Provincial 
Army for his Majeſty's Service in the Field 
that Summer ; which muſt have expoſed great 
Part. of the Province of New York (at leaſt the 
whole County of Albany) to have been over- 
run by the Enemy : The Juſtneſs of this Ob- 
ſervation ſeems fully evinced by the Loſs ſuſ- 
tained this Year of Fort William Henry, which 
was owing (if the Accounts tranſmitted of it 
from America may be credited) to the Want 
of a ſufficient Number of Troops being em- 
ployed for the Protection of it; and would, in 
all Probability, have been prevented * the 
ame 
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1956. ſame Number of Provincial Troops had been 
YR raiſed this Year within the four Colonies of 


New England, as were raiſed in them in 
1756. 

3 Circumſtance, which made it more 
difficult for Mr. Shirley to induce the. Colontes 
to raiſe the Number of Troops, which his 
Majeſty's Service required in 1756, than it 
was to raiſe the ſame Number in the /ucceed- 
ing Year, was this; Mr. Shirley did not know, 
at the time of their being raiſed, that they 
would be found with Proviſions and Military 
Stores out of his Majeſty's Magazines (though 
that had been ordered by the Government in 
England) but was under the Neceſſity of pro- 
curing them to be raiſed upon the Terms of 
being furniſhed with thoſe Articles at the 
Charge of the ſeveral Colonzes, whereas the 
Provincial Troops, which were demanded of 
the Colonies in the preſent Year, were raiſed 
upon the Encouragement of having their Pro- 
viſions and Military Stores provided for them 
at the Expence' of the Crown ; which made it 
more pratticable to procure a proper Number 
for his Majeſty's Service then, than it was in 
the Year preceding. : 

It is proper here to obſerve, that upon the 
Arrival at New, York of the 115,000 J. granted 
by Parliament upon his Majeſty's Recommen- 
dation, to the Colonies, which was on the 28th 
of Augu/?, Mr. Shirley took care to have the 
43,000 /. lent by him to the Colonies of the 
Maſfachuſets Bay, Connecticut, and New Hamp- 


Hire 


DT. 

ſhire out of the Contingent Money, replaced in 1756. 
the King's Deputy Pay-maſter General's Hands va 
out of their reſpective Shares in th e Parliamen- 
tary Grant before he left Boſton. * 

Among the Difficulties under which his 
Majeſty's Service in the Expedition againſt 
Niagara laboured in the preceding Year, the 
Impracticability of tranſporting the neceſſary 
Supplies of Proviſions for it in time to Ofroego 

| was not the leaſt ; this had been owing partly 
to the Seaſon's being too far advanced before 
that Expedition was concluded upon, partly 
to a difficult Navigation of 240 Miles; but 
principally to the Want of a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Albany and other Battoe-men tò be 
found within the Province of New York, who 
were then the only Carriers employed in the 
Tranſportation of Proviſions and Stores to G 
wego, for ſupplying the Service in both the 
Expeditions then carrying on. 

It was neceſſary at all Events this Year to 
ſurmount this Obſtacle ; the Preſervation of 
the Garriſon at Ofwvego, and intended Opera- 
tions of the enſuing Campaign upon the Lake 
Ontario, abſolutely depended upon laying in 

| ſufficient Magazines there, as early as poſſible 
in the Spring; which were accordingly all 


* Mr. Shirleys Conduct in the Affair of this Loan, 
which evidently appears from thẽ State of the ſeveral Facts 
abovementioned, to have been well advifed for anſwering * 
the Exigencies of his Majeſty's Service under his Com- 
mand, was repreſented from ęmerica in a light very much 
to"his Diſadvantage ; inſomuch that at his Arrival in Eng- 
land, the Repayment of it could ſcarcely be credited. 


beſpoxe 
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1756. beſpoke and order'd by Mr. Shirley before he 
- left New York; and as it was to be expected 


that the French would uſe their utmoſt Ef- 
forts to cut off our Convoys of Provifions and 
Stores upon, their Paſſage; none but ver 
ſtrong ones ought to be intruſted with the 
Tranſportation of them. 

To compaſs this Point by ſecuring a ſuffi- 
cient Number of Battoe-men to be conſtantly 
ready for the Service, Mr. Shirley ordered 40 
Companies of them to be raiſed, conſiſting of 
50 Men each, a Captain, and another Officer 
under him, ſubject to military Diſcipline, to 
be arm'd with Muſquets and Hatchets ; the 
whole to be under the general Direction and 
Command of one Officer, who ſhould per- 
ſonally attend the Execution of his Duty in 
every Branch of it, by Water as well as at 
Land; ſo that theſe Battoe-men being thus 
arm'd, and diſtributed into Companies, under 
the before-mentioned Command, formed a 
Body of 2000 Men, not only ufeful for tranſ- 
porting Proviſions, Stores, &c. but for man- 
ning the Whale-Boats upon the Lake; and, 
upon any Emergency which might require it, 
for ſerving as a Reinforcement by Land to the 
Garriſon at Ofevego. | 1 5 

Men proper for this Service were difficult 
to be found, as none but thoſe who had been 
. uſed to Battoes, or other ſmall Craft, were fit 


for it; the Albany Men, who were almoſt the 

only People uſed to the Service, were many 

of them worn out, and not to be depended 
; on; 
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on; but it was neceſſary to raiſe them at any  2756- 


rate ; for without them the Service propoſed 
on Lake Ontario could not be carried on; and 
theſe Battoe Companies had this Advantage, 
that they would be a Protection to themſelves, 
as well as to the Proviſions and Stores they 
had in Charge ; and ſpare the Army the in- 
finite Labour of marching Troops backwards 
and forwards for the Protection of the Con- 
voys; they were of themſelves, while doing 
their Duty as Battoe-men, a very large patrol- 
ling Guard upon the Rivers and Lakes for 
keeping open the Communication between 
Albany and Ofwego. 

By the firſt of April their whole Number 
was compleat, tho' it was neceſſary to collect 
them from every Part of the Continent ; ſeve- 
ral Companies being raiſed to the Eaſtward of 
Boſton ; two at Cape Cod and Nantuckett com- 
poſed intirely of Whale-men, ſeveral in Con- 
necticut, New York, New TFerſey, and Penſilva- 
nia, and ſome even from Maryland and Vir- 
ginia ; their Uſefulneſs in both Capacities, as 
Battoe-men and Soldiers, ſoon appeared ; they 
went unmoleſted, tho' large Parties of the 
Enemy had laid in wait ſeveral Weeks to at- 
tack them, until; the third of July; when a 
Party of them was attacked by a ſuperior 
Number of French and Indians, whom they 
repulſed ; and after purſuing great Part of 
them into a Swamp, drove them out of it, and 
killed many of them; and by this means very 
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1756. large Magazines were laid in at Ofwego b 

— Me Dat fwego by 

| Many things were neceſſary to be provided 

| for the Crown Point Expedition, which could 

1 only be had from the Eaſtern Colonies; Mr. 

| Shirley accordingly prevailed upon thoſe Go- 

' vernments, whilſt he ſtaid at Bon, to ſupply 
them, beſides Proviſions and military Stores; 
which at that time they were to raiſe at their 
own Expence: The Experience of the laſt 
Year had ſhewn, that the Northern Parts of 
the Province of New York could not furniſh a 
Number of hired Horſes or Carriages ſuffi- |, 
cient for the Tranſportation of the Neceſſa- 
ries for one Expedition: To remedy this De- 
fect, the Province of the Maſſachuſets Bay 
agreed to ſend by Land, acroſs the Country, to 
Albany (to which Place all the Proviſions and 
Stores of the Army were to be tranſported by 
Water) 200 Ox-Carts, with four Oxen and 
two Horſes to each; Connecticut about 100 
more, and Rhode IJſand about 50; theſe, after 
greatly reducing the Land Carriage between 

: Albany and Fort Edward, were found, while 

properly employed, ſufficient for tranſporting 

| all the Provincial Stores of the Army: A ſuit- 

able Number of Battoes and Flats were alſo 
ordered to be built for thoſe Parts of Hudſon's 
| River above Albany, where Uſe could be made 

| | of Water-Carriage ; ſeveral Companies of Car- 

| 
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penters were ſent to Fort William Henry, to 
build a Number of large Boats and two arm'd 
| Sloops, 
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Sloops, for tranſporting the Army over Lake 1756. 
George; in the mean time a Train of Artillery 
and Ordnance Stores were preparing at Boſton 
and New York, and at the former Place two 
Artillery Companies of 100 Men each were 
raifing and exerciſed every Day: And beſides 
theſe, Mr. Shirley raiſed a Ranging Company of 
60 Men, to be employed in ſcouting Parties 
upon Lake George and Lake Champlain, for 
gaining Intelligence of the Enemy's Motions, 
deſtroying their Cattle and Out-Magazines, 
intercepting their Proviſion Battoes, and ſur- 
prizing their Parties of Boats upon either of 
the Lakes; to be commanded by an Officer 
who had before ſignaliz d himſelf in that kind 
of Service, 

Theſe were the Preparations, which were 
making during Mr. SHirley's Stay at Boſton for 
the Provincial Army, deſign'd for the Attack 
of Crown Point: He had at the fame time the 
Regular Forces to recruit, and to provide for 
the building and manning of Veſſels at an 
inland Place 430 Miles diſtant from the Sea, 
and acceflible chiefly thro' Rivers filled with 
Shoals and Rifts, and over Carrying-places of 
Rock and Swamps; all creating infinite La- 
bour, and conſequently requiring a Variety of 
Preparations and great Numbers of Hands to 
tranſport the Neceſſaries for building the Veſ- 
ſels and maintaining them and the Troops on 
Lake Ontario. 

Proviſions and Stores of all Kinds for the 
Army and Navy were preparing, during the 
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1756. Winter, at New York ; 700 Battoes for tranſ- 


Feb, 


porting Proviſions to Oſwego were building at 
Schenectada, beſides the 2 50 Whale-Boats be- 
fore-mentioned, which were abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for an Expedition on Lake Ontario, eſ- 
pecially as it was impracticable to put all the 
Troops, which were to be employed in it, on 
board the Veſlels. 

Forty Carpenters and Sawyers ſet out for 


Oſwego by land through the Indian Country 


to prepare the Timber for building the Veſſels 
upon Lake Ontario, as did about 100 more 
in March following; but were unfortunately 
hindered on their way, for near a Fortnight, 


by a Party of Canadeens and Indians having 


ſurpriſed and burnt * Bull's Fort at Word 
Creek, and. deſtroyed the Garriſon, which 
conſiſted of 30 Men. 

As Mr. Shirley imputed this Misfortune to 
the Remiſſneſs and Negligence of the Indian 
Parties employed by Sir William Johnſon, he 
took Notice of it to him ; and finding by his 
Anſwer that theſe Indians would be of little 
Service, unleſs mixed with Engliſb Rangers in 
their ſcouting Parties, he informed him. that 


he ſhould raiſe out of the New England Troops 
then daily expected to return from Nova So- 


tia, three Companies of ſuch Rangers to be 
employed jointly with the Indians, more eſ- 
| | pecially 


* This Party did not venture to make any Attempt 
againſt the Fort built at the other End of the Carrying- 
place, but retired immediately after having done the Mi- 
chief at Bull's Fort. 
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ially for protecting the Great Carrying- 1786. 
= £ Oel which on Account of 4 
being the moſt eſſential Paſs for ſecuring the | 
Communication between Albany and Oſivego, vn 
and for keeping large Magazines of Proviſions \ | 
and Stores, had long been threatened with an — 
Attack from the Enemy: In Anſwer to this, 
Sir William Johnſon obſerved to Mr. Shirley, 
that this was the Method, which the French l 
always practiſed with their Indians: And in 1 
a ſubſequent Letter to him dated 1oth of May 1 
1756, he writes thus, I wiſh the Companies | | 
* of Rangers, your Excellency mentions, were 
ready to go upon Duty, when I would hope 
eto be able to join Indians with them; and 
* unleſs this Method takes place, I deſpair of 
* the Communication to Oſwego's being ſe- 
% cured.” | 

In the Spring, as ſoon as the Seaſon would 
permit, the Stores and Proviſions of both Ar- 
mies were ſent to Albany, and moving on from 
thence to Oſwego and Lake George; and at O 
wego were building a Snow Brigantine and 
Sloop of the Force before-mentioned, 1 

After having ſettled every thing with the Apr. 26. 1 


Province of the Maſſachuſets Bay relative to the | | 
Crown Point Expedition; and iſſued his War- = 
rant for impreſſing a ſufficient Number, to = 

| 


compleat the 3 500 Troops voted by the Ma/- | | 

ſachufets Aſſembly, Mi. Shirley ſet out for Al- = 
bany. i 
By the firſt of May the 44th, 48th, and 
goth Regiments were computed to amount, 
one 


y 
| 
: 
} 
| 
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May 6. 
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one with another, to goo each, and the 5 iſt 
to about 700. | 

Mr. Shirley arrived at Albany, and found the 
Provincial Troops beginning to aſſemble; 
their Proviſions and Stores in great forward- 
neſs, and ſmall Forts building between Al- 
bany and Fort Edward for protecting the Ma- 
gazines, as the Stores were carrying up; as 
alſo Sloops, Flats and Boats building at Fort 
William Henry on Lake George; Captain Ro- 
gers with his Company of Rangers were on 
their return from a Scout towards Croun 


Point, where they had been to gain Intelligence 


of the Enemy's Motions, and intercept their 
Convoys with his Whale-Boats; for which 
Service Mr. Shirley, having found the great 


Succeſs and Uſefulneſs of this Company, or- 


dered three other Companies of the ſame 
Kind to be raiſed; and in particular raiſed one 
of 45 Stockbridge Indians. 

By this time, in the Place of the Fort at 
Mood Creek, which in March was ſurpriſed and 
burnt by the Enemy, another was built, be— 
ing a regular Square with four Baſtions of 
Pickets and Earth thrown up on the Berm for 
Defence againſt Muſquetry, and a dry Ditch of 
15 Feet wide and 12 deep; the Great Ca?- 
rying- place which in the Beginning of laſt 
Year was a Portage of eight Miles Land Car- 
riage, was now reduced to one Mile by clearing 
out the Wood Creek up to a Place called the 
Stair Kill, where another * Fort was built for 

* Fort Newport. 


Pro- 
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Protection of the Stores brought there to be 1956. 


laden into the Battoes ; the Courſe of the Wood 
Creek was ſhortened by cutting through ſome 
eat Bends or Windings in it; and as it was 
in ſome Places flat and ſhallow, Dams were 
erected to raiſe the Water; ſo that the Battoes 
might at all times float with very little Ob- 
ſtruction ; which before they could not do in 
dry Seaſons; this Work was done by a Com- 
pany of Carpenters and Pioneers, which Mr. 
Shirley ſent for that Purpoſe from Boſton early 
in the Spring under the Direction of Captain 
Bradſtreet ; the Garriſon on the Oneida Carrying- 
place was 504 Men ſtrong, excluſive of Commiſ- 
ſioned Officers, and able to defend it (eſpecially 
with the Aſſiſtance of ſcouting Parties of In- 
dans) againſt fix times their Number, as they 
could only be attacked with ſmall Arms; a 
ſmall Work ſecured with Pickets was erected 
at Burnets Field, the upper Settlement on the 
Mohawhks River, for protecting the Magazines 
there againſt a Surprize from Indians; and 
three of the New York Independent Companies 
computed at about 200 Men were poſted in 
the Neighbourhood ; 150 Men were poſted 
at Conajobara Falls about 50 Miles above Sche- 
nectada for guarding the Carrying-place there, 
upon which was built a ſmall Work : beſides 
theſe, Mr. Shirley had ordered a Fort to be 
built at the great Falls (about 12 Miles from 
Oſwego) which was accordingly begun, but 
could not be immediatly proceeded in for want 
of Hands ; and the 2000 Battoe-men under 
55 Captain 
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1756. Captain Bradſtreet were paſſing and tepaſſin 
— Stores and Proviſions * Ofwego wick 
out Interruption. IE 
The foregoing Account will ſhew the State 
of Affairs at the time of Mr. Sh:rley's coming 
to Albany; he had by this time, from com- 
mon Report, private Letters, and Public 
News-Papers, heard that he was to be ſuper- 
ſeded in his Command ; but he had yet no 
Account of it from any Miniſter of State, or 
other Perſon in Authority ; he had ſent home 
Copies of the Minutes of the Council of War, 
held at New York in the Winter, which ar- 
rived there about the 2oth of January, but 
had received no Anſwer either in Approbation 
| or Diſapprobation of the Plan of Opera- 
| tions, he had tranſmitted for Conſideration ; * 
this left him in Uncertainty, whether it would 
be adviſeable for him to proceed to carry his 
Plan into Execution, ſo far at leaſt as it was 
practicable with the Force he had, left it 
ſhould interfere with that, which his Succeſſor 
might be charged with; however, ſince he 
had received no Diſapprobation of it, as he 
might have done, if it had not been approved, 
he thought it his Duty to carry on his Prepa- 
rations for that and every other Part of his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, as faſt as poſſible for the enſt- 
ing Campaign, until he ſhould be relieved in 
his Command. | 
May 25. Under theſe Circumſtances Mr. Shirley 
thought it expedient for him to be aſſiſted with 
the Opinion of a Council of War upon what 
might 


| [ 81 ] 
might be the moſt adviſeable Meaſures for him 756: 
to take for his Majeſty's Service in the Situa- 
tion he was in; and accordingly called one at 
Albany the 25th of May, at which were pre- | 
ſent all the Field Officers of his Majeſty's | 
Troops, who were at ſuch Diſtance from | 
Head Quarters, as made it poſſible for them 
to attend, with the Deputy Qrarter-maſter 
| General and the Chief Engineer : at this Meet- | 
ing, Mr. Shirley informed the Members, that | 
he had called them together to have their | 
Opinion and Advice upon ſeveral Matters re- 
lative to his Majeſty's Service in the enſuing 
Campaign, and in order to ſet them in a pro- 
per light for their Conſideration he firſt ac- 
quainted them with the Plan of Operations 
determined upon in the Council of War held 
at New York the 12th, and 14th of Decem- 
ber laſt, (at which none of them were pre- 
ſent) and informed them, that he had tranſ- | 
mitted that Plan to Eng/and to Sir Thomas | 
Robinſon to be laid before his Majeſty. | | 
Mr. Shirley then acquainted the Council 
with the State and Strength of the Garriſon 
and Works at Ofwego ; which laſt he had 
then the utmoſt Reaſon to think were finiſh- 
ed, having ſent /wo Engineers there early in 
the Spring, for that Purpoſe; with the | 
State and Number of the Troops then on their | 
March for further ſtrengthening that Garriſon; | 
the State and Strength of the Navy built and 
building on the Lake; the State of the Works 
and Garriſons at the ſeveral Poſts between 
M Albany 
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1756. Albany and Ofteego ; the State of Proviſions 


and Stores at thoſe Poſts and at Ofwego ; the 
State and Number of the armed en 
employed in the Tranſportation of Proviſions 


and Stores, and with the Expectations he had 


from Sir William TJehnſon's Letters of Aſſiſ- 
tance from the Indians, together with an Ac- 
count of the French Naval Force and Garri- 
ſons on Lake Ontario, according to the beſt 
Intelligence he had been able to obtain. 

He then proceeded to inform them of the 
State and Strength of his Majefly's 44th, and 
48th Regiments, and Independent Companies 
of New York, as alſo of the Provincial Forces 
deſtined for the Expedition againſt Crown 
Point, with the Number of thoſe, that were 
then aſſembled, and of thoſe expected ſoon to 


join them; of the State and Forwardneſs of 


the Stores and Proviſions for that Army; and of 
the State and Condition of Forts Edward and 
WWill:om Henry, with the Intelligence he had 
obtained of the Strength of the Enemy at 
Crown Point, Tionderoge, and their advanced 
Poſt o Lake George; he then proceeded to 
obſerve,” that the Number both of Regular 
and Provincial Troops fell ſhort of that 


judged requiſite by the Council of War at, 


New Yerk for carrying on the Services deſign- 
ed on Lake Ontario, and againſt Crown! Point ; 
and that it appeared to him that both could 
not be carried on at the fame time with a 
Probability of Succeſs, without more Troops 
from England, of which there was then no 

Certainty: 


[ 83 ] 


Certainty : He therefore deſired their Opi- 1756. 


nion and Advice upon the Diſpoſition of the 
44th, and 48th Regiments, which were then 


the only Regular Troops not employed in Gar- 


riſon; and in their giving that he deſired 
they would conſider. 

1ſt, What Number of Troops, they were of 
Opinion, would be ſufficient to put O/o in 
a proper State of Defence, and to keep open 
the Communication between Albany and that 
Place. 

2dly. Whether if the 44th, and 45th Re- 
giments, ſhould be employed upon the Lake 
Ontario, together with what might be ſpared 
for that Service out of the goth, and 5 iſt Re- 
giments and the New Jerſey Regiment, and 
the four Independent Companies of New York 
with the four Companies daily expected from 
North Carolina, would be a ſufficient Force 
for attempting the Reduction of the French 
Forts, at Niagara, or on Lake Ontario; 
and (in particular) whether it would be ad- 
viſeable to leave the Covering of the Country 
Northward of the City of Albany, and Al- 
bony itſelf to the Provincials raiſed for the Ex- 
petlition againſt Crown Point. 

zdly. Whether if the 44th, and 48th Re- 
giments ſhould be employed in Conjunction 
with the before- mentioned Provincial Troops, 
to attempt the Reduction of the French Forts 
at Tronderoge and Crown Pciut, they would be 
a ſufficient Force for that Service. 

The Council, after debating and conſider- 
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1756. ing theſe Matters, gave it as their unanimous 


Opinion : | 

1ſt, That 1300 Men would be ſufficient for 
putting O/wwego into a proper State of Defence; 
and that ior keeping open the Communica- 
tion between Schenectada and Ofwego, it would 
be neceſſary to have 550 Men diſtributed in 
the ſeveral Parts between thoſe two Places ; 
and as they had Reaſon to think from the 
late Deſertions, that the 5oth, and 51ſt, and 
the New Jerſey Regiment, together with the 
four New York Independent Companies and 
the Companies expected from North Carolina 
could not be depended upon at preſent for 
roducing above 2000 Men fit for Service, 
they adviſed Mr. Shirley to employ the whole 
of thoſe Corps, in ſecuring Ofwego, and its 

Communication with Albany. 
2dly. That the 44th, and 48th Regiments, 
together with what could be ſpared out of 
the before- mentioned Regiments and Com- 
panies for attempting the Reduction of the 
French Forts at Niagara, or on the Lake On- 
tario, were rot a ſufficient Force for that Ser- 
vice; in giving their Opinion upon which Point 
they referred themſelves to that of the Council 
of War held at New York on the 12th and 13th, 
of December laſt, which was compoſed of the 
principal Governors upon the Continent, and 
his Majeſty's Field Officers then preſent, who 
were unanimouſly of Opinion that 6000 
Troops at leaſt were neceflary for that Pur- 
poſe; and they were alſo of Opinion that it 
Was 


851 


was not adviſcable to leave the ſecuring of the 1756. 


Country to the Nertheward of the Ci ay 77 Alba my, 
together with that City, to the Provincial Tre ofs 
raiſed for the Expedition again ee Point. 
zdly. That the 44th and 48th Regiments, 
with the Provincials appear'dto be, according to 
the Intelligence of the Enemy's Strength, a ſuffi- 
cient Force to attempt the Reduction of the 
French Forts at Tionderage and Crown Pint ; 
but that for the preſent thoſe two Regiments 
ſhould remain, where they were then en- 
camp'd, and that immediate Frevarations 
ſhould be made for joining them with the Pro- 
vincials in the Reduction of Crown Peint ; 
that being the only way at preſent, where they 
could be of uſe in annoying the Enemy, 

As the Sentiments of the Council fell in 
with Mr. SHirley's, and in particular their pro- 
poſed Diſpoſition of the 44th and 48th Regi- 
ments put them in a Situation of being ready 
to be made uſe of in ſuch manner as Mr. Shir- 
ley's Succeſſor in the Command ſhould find 
moſt conkitent with the Plan of Operations, 
which might be committed to Him, he thought 
it moſt adviſeable for his Majeſiy's Service to 
act. accordingly, and gave Orders that the 
44th and 48th Regiments ſhould remain in 
their preſent Encampments. 

As to the goth and 51ſt, and New Jerfey 
Regiments, with the Independent Companies 
of New York, they were continued likewiſe in 
their Poſts, as the Council of War adviſed; 
and as the Carolina Companies were not yet 
arrived, 
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arrived, 150 of the 44th Regiment were 
poſted at the Conajohara Falls, and 70 more 
at the Mohazoks Caſtle, two of the Poſts on 
the Mohawks River: The Battoe-men, who 
were then about 2000 in Number, were (ex- 
cept 200) conſtantly employed in tranſporti ing 
Proviſions to Ofwego, where by the firſt of 
July there was ſufficient for 5000 Men for 
ſeveral Months; the other 200 were employ'd 
in getting up the Proviſions and Stores to Sa- 
rabtoga ; which were alſo compleated by the 
firſt of July. 

About the time of holding the laſt Council 


of War, Engineers were ſent by Mr. Shirley 


to view the Works at Fort Edwerd and Fort 
William Henry, by whoſe Accounts of them it 
appeared, that the Plans were bad, and thoſe 
not half executed, that of Fort Edwerd eſpe- 
cially ; whereupon Mr. Shir/:y order'd Plans 
for their Amendment to be laid before him, 
which were ſettled by the Engineer in Chief, 
and ſent two Engineers. to each of the F orts, 
to put them into a State of Defence. 

While theſe Proceedings were carrying on 
Colonel Vebb arrived from England at New 
York 7th June, and in a Letter, dated the Day 
after, acquainted Mr. Shirley, that he ſhould 
ſet out out in a Day or two for Albany, and 
would uſe all the Diſpatch in his Power to 
relieve him, incloſing two Letters at the ſame 
time from one of his Majeſty's Principal Se- 
cretaries of State, dated the 13th and 31ft of 
Merch, in the latter of which Mr. Shirley re- 

ceived 


[ 87 ] 
ceived his Majeſty's Orders to repair to En 


g- 1755. 
land. wad 


On the Receipt of this Letter from Mr. 
Webb, Mr. Shirley directed the Preparations to 
go on as he had before ordered, and prepared 
to give his Succeſſor a compleat Account in 
Writing of the State of every Part of the Ser— 
vice under his Care, that he might loſe no 
time, after being relieved, in proceeding to 
England as ſoon as poſſible, agreeable to his 
Majeſip's Commands; but he was not reliev'd 
till Major General Abercrombie's Arrival. 


On the 2oth of June Mr. Shirley received June 20. 


Advice, that Major General Abercc;bie was ar- 


rived at New York, with Orway's and the High- 
land Regiments. 


On the 25th General Abercrombie arrived at June 25. 


Albany, in Company with Colonel J/ebb, and 
the Day following took upon him the chief 
Command, | 


Mr. Shirley gave General Abercrombie a very June 27. 


particular Account in Writing of the State of 
every Part of his Majeſty's Service under his 
Care, with the Strength of the Regiments, 
Garriſons, and Works, and laid before him 
every Paper he had in his Poſſeſſion, which 
might give him any Light into his Majeſty's 
Service; and as far as was conſiſtent with Po- 
liteneſs, gave him his Sentiments concerning 
the moſt adviſeable manner of employing the 
Troops in the enſuing Campaign. 

In particular, as Mr. Sh:r/ey was of Opi- 
nion, upon the Arrival of Ofꝛeay's and the 
High- 
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Highland Regiment from England, that ſome 
only to ſtrengthen Ofwego, but even to act 
oftenſively upon Lake Ontario; and that 
if two Battalions of them ſhould be employ'd 
there, they might with the 2000 Battoe-men, 
and what might be ſpared from the Garriſon 
at Ofwego, and the Troops poſted between 
Schene&ada and that Place, together with the 
Indians, which Sir William Fohnſon had en- 
gaged to have been ready to act at Oſwego, and 
the Naval Force which would by that time be 
equipped and fitted oat there, make a ſufi- 
cient Force to attempt the Reduction of Fort 


Frontenac, or at leaſt Niagara, he ſignified 


his Sentiments upon this Point to General 
Abercrombie as plainly as he could, without 
obtruding his Advice upon him, in the two 
following Paragraphs of his Letters to him of 
the 27th and 29th of June, in the former of 
which he wrote thus: © It may not be im- 
* proper to obſerve here, that it would be of 
te very great Importance to his Majeſty's Ser- 
« vice, if a ſucceſsful Attempt could be made 
this Campaign againſt the French Fort at 
«© Niagara, for this Reaſon in particular 
% (among others), that the loſing or gaining 
« the Indians to the Intereſt of the Englijo 
* ſeems very much to depend upon the Acti- 
* vity and Succeſs of our Operations his Year 
* upon Lake Ontario:” And in the latter 
he told him, © He ſhould have obſerved, in 
his Letter dated the 27th Inſtant, that the 
5 | « Opinion 
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& Opinion contained in the Minute of the 17356. 
% Council of War held at Albany the 25th of 
« May concerning the Inſufficiency of his 
te Majeſty's Forces in North America to carry 
© on Attemp:s againtt the French Settlements, | 
© both at Crown Point and Niagara that Sum- 1 
te mer, was founded upon the Conſideration 
. of the Number of his Majeſty's Regular { 
| e Troops, which were actually there at the i 
« time of holding that Council, and confiſted | 
* 
/ 


£4 
1 
ay 
#1, 
' 
1 
+ 


te only of the 44th, 48th, goth, 51ſt Regi- 
© ments, and four Independent Companies of 
« New York, and without any regard had to 
te O:way's and the Highland Regiments, which 
« were ſince arrived; and of this Mr. Sk:rley 


made mention in one of his Letters to his j 
Majeſty's Miniſters. | | lj 
Captain Bradſireet had ſet out early this | I 

Month from Schenectada with the ſecond 1 


Lading of Proviſions and Stores for Ofoego 
at which Time Mr. Sb /cy gave him Orders, G 
that immediately upon the Delivery of them | 
there, he ſhould make an Attempt againſt the 
| 
N 


wc —"— 2 
* 3 — 
— _ 


French Settlement at + La Gallette up the Ri- 
ver Iroquois (from whence their Indian Parties 
had done great Miſchief) with his Battoe- men 
and ſome 'Troops with Artillery from the Gar- 
riſon, provided the Commanding Officer there 
ſhould be of Opinion, he could ſpare any for 
that Service; but as Mr. Shirley, upon his re- 
ceiving Advice of Mr, Webb's Arrival at New 


— 


+ This Place is called by the Indians ¶Meegochi. 
| N York, 


I | 


1756. York, had it much at heart that Captain Brad- 


/treet ſhould return to Schenectada as ſoon as 
poſſible for his * Orders; and eſpe- 
cially to carry a Reinforcement to the Garriſon 
at Ofvego, in caſe he ſhould think proper to 
ſend any, together with the Remainder of the 
Cannon, naval Stores and Seamen for the new 
Veſſels on Lake Ontario, he diſpatch'd an Ex- 
preſs after Mr. Bradſtreet, which was followed 
by two other Letters countermanding his for- 
mer Orders to him, and directing him to re- 
turn to Schenectada as ſoon as poſſible, after 
delivering his Proviſions and Stores at Of- 
ego. | 

It is proper to obſerve here, that it appears 
from the Minutes of the Council of War held 
at Albany the 25th of May laſt, and Mr. Shir- 
ley's Letter to Major General Abercrombie dat- 
ed the 27th of June, that the Land and Naval 
Forces, to which Mr. Shirley had determined 
to truſt the Defence of Oſwego, were to conſiſt 
of a Garriſon of 1300 Troops, 550 more to be 
poſted at the ſeveral Paſſes between Ofwwego 
and Albany for guarding the Magazines, and 
keeping open a Communication between thoſe 
two Places, two Veſſels of 10 Carriage Guns 
each, and two ſmall Schooners (us'd as Rowe 
Gallies) of 10 Swivels each, all built in the 
Year 1755; three Veſſels built in the ſucceed- 
ing Spring and Summer defign'd to mount, 
one of them 18 Cannon, one 14, and the other 
6, which two laſt are in the Minutes of the 
Council held at Albany by miſtake ſaid to carry 
JIEEE. 2 IO, 
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10, and 8 Cannon, 250 Whale-Boats ca- 1756. 

ble of navigating the Lake Ontario, and 
bidding 16 Men each, and 2000 Battoe-men, 
which, though raiſed immediately for that 
Service, yet as they were arm'd with Muſquets 
and Hatchets, and marſhall'd in Companies of 
50 Men each commanded by two Officers, 
could be ſerviceable likewiſe for manning the 
Whale-Boats or doing Duty at Land, as his 
Majeſty's Service might require; and that be- 
ſides this Force Mr. Shirley depended upon a 
large Body of the Indians of the Six Nations 
which Sir William Johnſon was to have aſſem- 
bled at Oſioego this Summer, to be ready 
for ſuch Service as they ſhould be ordered 

upon. 

As to the Expedition againſt Crown Point, 
it appears by the ſame Minutes of Council, that 
before the Arrival of Orway's and the Highland 
Regiments, and the gaining Intelligence of the 
Deſign of the Prench to attack Ofwego that 
Summer, Mr. SHirley had determined to have 
proſecuted it that Year (in caſe any Accident 
ſhould have prevented the timely Arrival of 
the Earl of Loudoun or the other General Offi- 
cers ſent by his Majeſty to take upon them the 
Chief Command in North America until his 
Lordſbip's Arrival) with the Provincial Troops 
computed to conſiſt of 5000 Men, Officers 

included, one Company of Rangers, 100 In- 
dans expected from Sir William Jobnſon, and 
his Majeſty's 44th and 48th Regiments, and 
the beforementioned Company of Stockbridge 
N 2 Indians 
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1756. Indians confiſting of 45 Men commanded by 
—Y- Indic Officers. 

That the beforementioned Forces would 
have been ſufficient for the Services, to which 
they were reſpectively deſtined, and moſt pro- 
bably have effected them if they hadnot been 
prevented by Meaſures taken ſince the Expira- 
ton of Mr. Shirley's Command, will appear 
from the following Obſervations. 

The old Fort at Ofwego was ſurrounded with 
a ſtrong Breaſt-work of Earth, having a Ditch 
thrown up on the outſide and mounted with 
about 20 Cannon; and Fort Ontario, tho nothing 
had been done to ſtrengthen it ſince Mr. Sh:r- 
ley's Departure from Oſwego (except ſurround- 
ing it with a Ditch not quite finiſh'd) was, as 
hath been before obſerv'd, picketed with Logs 
from 3 to 4 Foot thick, capable, according 
to the general Opinion, of refiſting a 3 lb. or 
4 1b. Shot, and mounted with eight Pieces of 

Cannon, and ſome Cohorns, and upon the 
whole was defenſible againſt an danch of al- 
moſt any Number of Men with ſmall Arms, 
that could be ſuppoſed to be brought againſt 
ik, 

The Naval Force defigned for the Protec- 

tion of Oſwego was, according to all Accounts, 
(as will herein after more fully appear) much 
ſuperior to that which the French were prepar- 
ing for Lake Ontario, and conſequently /ufi- 
cient to have kept the Command of the Lake, 
and prevented the French from landing any 
large Number of Men, with Artillery and 
Stores 
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Stores near the Forts, particularly Artillery, 1756. 
without which Ofwego was not to be 
taken. 

As to the Garriſon, which was to conſiſt of 
1300 Troops, it might have been reinforced 
with ſuch a Number of the Battoe-men, as any 
Emergency of the Service could, according 
| tothe beſt Accounts, we have had of the Ene- 
my's Strength in that Quarter, either before or 
ſince the Loſs of the Place, be reaſonably ſup- 
poſed to have required ; and if in addition to 
this Force, a conſiderable Body of the Indians 
of the Six Nations had been aſſembled at Of- 
wego, ready to act againſt the French in the 
Defence of their own Country, as Mr. Shirley 
had the utmoſt Reaſon to expect, it is not cre- 
dible that the French would have made any 
Attempt againſt Oſwego that Year, 

As to the Sufficiency of the Forces deſtin'd 
for the Expedition againſt Crown Point; that 
ſeems to be put out of queſtion by the unani- 
mous Opinion of the before-mentioned Coun- 
cil at Albany upon that Point; and the De- 
ſign's being continu'd of proſecuting it with 
an equal, if not an inferior Force, after Mr. 
Shirley was relieved from the Command; and 
by the Orders given for marching the Provin- 
cial Troops from Fort William Henry upon 
that Service; not being countermanded *till 
News was received of the Loſs of Ofwego. 

With regard to the State, which Oſwego was 
in, and the Progreſs made in the Expedition 

| againſt 


r 
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1756. againſt Crown Point by the 26th of June, the 


Day on which Mr. Shirlcy's Command expired, 
they were as follows : 

There were in the Garriſon at Oſwego and 
poſted at the ſeveral Paſſes between Schenectada 
and that Place, his Majeſty's goth and 51ſt - 
Regiments, and two of the Independent Com- 


panies of New York with the New Jerſey Regi- 


ment, and four Provincial Companies of North 
Carolina, conſiſting in the whole of upwards 
of 2000 Rank and File; which exceeds the 
Number determined in the Council of War 
at Albany, to be ſufficient for the Garriſon and 
Paſſes by 1 50, beſides Sailors, Ship Carpen- 
ters and Workmen: the old Fort was defended 
with the Works and Cannon beforementioned, 
as was likewiſe Fort Ontario: and by the firſt 
of July, there were, according to the beſt Ac- 
counts given of the Proviſions in the Maga- 
Zines at thoſe Places, a ſufficient Quantity there 
for 5000 Men, for upwards of four Months; 
about two thirds at leaſt of which were at 
Ofaoego. 

The two Veſſels built in 1755, and one of 
the Row-Gallies (the other having been taken 
by the French ſome time in _ 1756, upon 
Lake Ontario) were compleatly equipp'd for the 
Lake; two of the three new Veſſels built in the 
fame Year were launched the third of July, as 
was the other on or about the 12th ; all the 
naval ſtores were arrived at Oſwego by the _ 

| 0 
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of Fuly, except 24 of the * Cannon, and ſome 1756. 
running Rigging, which had + waited at Cong- —v= 
johara Falls and the Oneida Carrying-place ever 

ſince the 24th of June for Captain Brad/ireet 

upon his third Paſſage from Schenectada to O/- 
wege, without whoſe Convoy they would have 

been expoſed to the greateſt Riſque, or rather 

 Certainty of being taken by the Enemy before 
ll they had been landed at the laſt mentioned 

Place; the 250 Whale-Boats defigned for 

Lake Ontario were built, and the 2000 Batoe- 

men raiſed by the 1ſt of April, and about 

200 of the Boats arrived at Oſwego by the 
Middle of May, where they lay ready for Ser- 

vice on the Lake. 

And as to the Preparations made for carrying 
the Attempt againſt Crown Point into Execu- 
tion, they were ſo far advanc'd, when Mr. Shir- 
ley delivered up the Command, that the Troops 
both Britiſb and Provincials deſtin'd for that 
Service, with their Proviſions, Artillery and 
Stores, and the Veſſels and Battoes neceſſary 
for their Tranſportation to the advanced Poſt 


* Mr. Shirley having acquainted the Lords of the Ad_ 

miralty with the building of the new Veſſels, and that 
Cannon would be wanted from England for them, their 

Lordſhips accordingly ſent Cannon in his Majeſty's Ship 
Sterling _— but that not arriving 'till the latter End of 
Auguſt, Mr. Shirley, after waiting as long as he ſafely could, 
in expectation of the Cannon from England, purchas'd them 
at New York, in time for them to have been tranſported to 
Ofwego' before they were wanted there. 

+ Vide Declaration of James Crawford and Edward 
Brocks, No. 2. in Appendix. 
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1756. of the French upon Lake George, which is 
S*Y—;bout five Miles on this Side of Tionderoge, 


and 30 beyond Fort William Henry, were in 
ſuch Readineſs, that the Provincial Troops, 
which on the 26th of June amounted to 6775, 
incluſive of all Officers, thoſe of the Field and 
Staff excepted, and in July were increaſed to 
6905, might, as Major General Winflow, Com- 
manding Officer of the Provincials, informed 
Mr. Shirley, have begun their March for that 
Place by the End of the firſt Week in Juh; 
and before the 25th of June, Proviſions for 
2500 Men for four Months were ſent to Sarab- 
foga, which is within ſeven Miles of Fort Ed- 
ward, and there depoſited for the Uſe of his 
Majeſty's Regular Troops, who alſo might, ac- 
cording to all appearance, have been ready to 
have marched by the 7th of July. 
Concerning this Expedition it is proper here 
to obſerve, that on the zoth of June, a Confe- 
rence was held at Mr. Shirley's Apartments at 
Albany, at the Deſire of Major General Aber- 
crombie, between himſelf, Mr. Shirley, Colo- 
nel Webb, Major General Winſlow, and Colo- 
nel Gridley, Chief Engineer of the Provincials: 
At this Meeting General Abercrombie propoſed 
to Mr. Win/lw, that upon the Provincials 
leaving Fort Edward, and Fort William Henry, 
and marching to Tionderoge, the Regular Troops 
ſhould move up to thoſe Forts, and be ready 
there to ſupport or aſſiſt them, in caſe they 
ſhould want it, and aſk'd him and Colonel 
| Gridley how a Junction of the Regular Le: 
with 
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with the Provincials, would in ſuch caſe be 1756. 
lik'd by the latter: upon this both thoſe 
Officers aſſured General Abercrombie in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms, that a Junction would, in 
ſuch caſe be perfectly acceptable to the Pro- If 
vincial Troops ; and that they could be anſwer- | U 
able in this reſpect for every Officer among 5 
them. { 

This Mr. Win iow i in his Letters to the New 
England Governments giving an Account of 
the Meeting and Conference at it, calls /e 
Settlement of the Plan [meaning the Plan for 
an Attempt againſt Crown Point] and mentions 
it as extremely acceptable to the Provincials ; 
and in his Letter to Mr. Shirley dated the 2d of 
Auguſt he writes thus: Your Excellency 

may remember, that the Day you left Al- 
% bany when there was a Convention of Of- 
« ficers, and I had the Honour to be preſent, 
ce the Plan was ſettled, that the whole of the 
% Provincials were to proceed forward, and to 
© endeavour the Removal of the Incroach- 
* ments made by the French on his Majeſty's 
© Territories, and that the Regulars ſhould poſ- 
| e ſeſs the Poſts, that we then occupy'd, and 
ö have a Force at Fort * William Henry to aſſiſt, 

* or ſuſtain us, as Occaſion ſhould require; 

which was then agreeable to us all con- 
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5 * cern'd; and in this Situation we remain'd 
$ „till the 14th of July, when we made our 
grand March from Half Mcon. 
| 


* Vide Extract of Capt. Brad/treet's Letter to Mr. Shirley, 
No. 3. in Appendix,  þ Vide the ſame Extract. 


| 0 33 
1 p 


Fs 
| 
* 
T9 


4756. 
June 30. 


July 3. 


98 
The whole of Otway's and the Highland 
Regiments landed at Albany; and Mr. Shirley 
embarked that Evening for New York, where 
he arrived the 4th of July; and upon Major 
General Abercrombie's and Colonel Webb $ 


preſſing him to wait there till the Earl of Lou- 


doun's Arrival, being perſuaded, as they _ 
him, that his having an Interview and 
ſonal Conference with him would be a — 


Satisfaction to his Lerdſbip, and might pro- 


mote his Majeſty's Service, he determined to 


ſtay at New York for that Purpoſe. 

Captain Bradſirect having delivered the ſe- 
cond Lading of Proviſions at Ofwego ſet out 
with the Battoes upon his Return to Schenec- 
tada, in order to tranſport the Remainder of 
the Artillery and Stores of all Kinds, with fuch 


Troops as it ſhould be thought proper to em- 


bark tor O/wwego, as alſo what Seamen ſhould 
be ready for him; and what Proviſions he 
could take in beſides: On the fame Day his 
firſt Diviſion of Battoes was fired upon in the 
River Onendago by a large Body of French and 
Indians, which had been waiting ſome time 
with a Deſign to ſurprize and cut them off 
their Paſſage to Oſwego, and killed about 
thirty of his Battoe men; upon this Occa- 
ſion Mr. Bradſtreet, Who was a little behind 
this Diviſion, was obliged to betake himſelf 
with a handful of Men to a ſmall Iſland in the 
River oppoſite to the Enemy, a conſiderable 
Number of whom he repulſed, with much 
Bravery and good Conduct, in three Attempts 


to 
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to land on the Ifland; and afterwards with 1756. 
about 250 of his Men, attacked a Body of "Vx 
about 500 of them in a Swamp, from whence 
he drove them into the River with a con- 
ſiderable Slaughter; and the Action ended 
im a complete Rout of them with the Loſs 
of great Part of their Proviſions, Firelocks, 
ſcalping Knives, Hatchets, Blankets, &c. | 
Mr. Bradjirect arrived at Schenectada, hav- july 11. 
ing gained Intelligence from his Prifoners, that 
the French were forming a large Encampment 
at about 32 Miles Diſtance from Ofwego, and 
deſigned ſoon to attack it; and upon his Ar- 
rival at Albany Major General Abercrombie 
had an * Account given him of it, where- 
upon he gave Orders for Colonel Hesò (now 
Major General Webb) and the 44th Regi- 
ment to hold themſelves in Readineſs to march 
to Oſwego ; but their Embarkation was re- 
tarded, and the Battoes detained at Scbenectada, 
until the 12th of Auguſt; which was till with- 
in two Days of the Enemy's coming before 
Ofwego, by which means it was deprived, at 
the Time of its being attacked, of the 
Benefit of near one half of its naval Force, 
for want of Cannon and Seamen, the Ser- 
vice of the Whale-Boats and Companies of 
Battoe-men, which would, in all Proba- 
bility, (as will herein after more fully ap- 
pear) have ſaved it from being loſt ; eſpecially 


* Vide Appendix, No. 4. 
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if the Garriſon there had been reinforced with 


BY the 44th Regiment; the whole of which De- 


fence (allowing the Pattoes a Paſſage of 12 
Days) it mght have had 17 Days at leaſt be- 
fore the Arrival of the French there, if that 
had not been prevented by the Detention of 
the Battoes 30 Days at Schenectada. 

Mr. Shirley arrived at Baſton, and in a few 
Days after ſent the Earl of Loudoun two Com- 
panies of Rangers conſiſting of 60 Men each, 
raiſed chiefly out of the New England Troops, 
returned from Nera Scctia; and finding that 
the Maſachuſets Government had in his Ab- 
ſence failed to raiſe their full Quota of Men 


for the Expedition againſt Crown Point, being 


3500, and that there was a Deficiency of 
600, upon his firſt meeting the Aſſembly re- 
preſented to them the ill Conſequences of ſuch 
Neglect, and let them know that he ſhould 
iſſue new Impreſs Warrants for compleating 
their Troops; which they moſt readily acqui- 
eſced in, and returned him their public Thanks 
for; and Mr. Shirley iſſued his Warrants ac- 
cordingly, with Orders for marching the Men, 
as faſt as raiſed, to Albany, there to follow the 
Earl of Loudoun's Orders : And, during his 
Stay at Boſton, did every thing in his Power 
to promote his Majeſty's Service under his 
Lordſbip's Command. 
Another unfortunate Circumſtance was, that 
a very conſiderable Part of the Battoe- men, 
whoſe Serviceableneſs not only by Water, but 
in an Action by Land, had been fo lately ex- 
perienced, 
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perienced, was Þ diſcharged ſoon after their 1756. 
Return to Schenectada. — 


The Accounts, which have been given of 
the Detention of the Battoes at Schenectada, 
ſtand thus. 

General Abercrombie, after his Arrival at 
Albany, and before the Earl of Loudoun's at 
New York, (ſent written Orders to Mr. Li- 
wing ſion, one of the Perſons employed by 
Mr. Shirley, to furniſh Proviſions for the 
Troops, forb:dding him to make any further 
Supplies. - | 

Captain Brad/ireet, in his Letter to Mr. 
Shirley dated Albany July 16th 1756, ac- 
quainted him, that be was fo return to Oſwego 
with Proviſions and Stores, together with Colonel 
Webb and the 44th Regiment; and in another 
Letter, dated Albany July 24th, ſays, I ſhould 
e have ſet out ſome Days ago for Oſwego with 
e the 44th Regiment, and Colonel Webb, but no 
« Care being taken to ſend Proviſions for them 
to Schenectada, they cannot move until a 
e large Quantity is ſent there, which I fear 
e will take ſome time: Notwithſtanding 
e every thing's being ſo forward at Ofwego for 
* proceeding upon Action, by all Appearances 
nothing will be done that way, without the 
* French make it a Viſit, which, by my In- 
* telligence, is more than probable, if proper 
© Care be not taken.” 

Mr. Murray's Account of this Matter is 
contained in his Declaration upon Oath dated 

+ Mr. Abercrombie had then the chief Command, 

September 


[ 102 ] 


1756. September 4th 1756, which is here inſerted 
verbatim, VIS. 


4. 
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« I Jobn Murray, of Rutland, in the Pro. 
vince of the Maſſachuſets Bay in New Eng- 
land, Eſq; declare, that I was at Albany in 
the Province of New York, from the iſt 
to the 1oth Day of Auguſt laſt, during 
which Time I was converſant with the Of- 
ficers and other Perſons belonging .to the 
Forces under the Command of my Lord 
Loudoun, and that then it was the public 
and common Talk that the Reaſons of Co- 
lonel Vebb's Delay to ſet out with the 44th 
Regiment under his Command for Ofceg9 
to reinforce the Army there was, that as 
Mr. Kilby and others had contracted to vic- 
tual all his Majeſty's Forces in North Ame- 
rica, he would not receive any of the Pro- 
viſions, that were provided for the ſaid Army 
by Meſſrs. Living ſton and Morris, who were 
the late Contractors, and as I the Decla- 
rant underſtood, had a large Quantity of 
Proviſions then at Albany ready to be deli- 
vered for the Uſe of the Troops: And I the 
Declarant further ſay, that there was a ge- 
ral Uneaſineſs during the Time of this Diſ- 


pute concerning the receiving of Meflrs. 


Living/ton's and Morris's Proviſions, leaſt 


they ſhould ſuffer at Oſtego by this Delay; 


and I alſo declare, that Colonel Webb march- 
ed from Albany about the Eth or gth of Au- 


© guſt, when, as I underſtood, Lord Loudoun 
&* had agreed to receive all the Proviſions, which 


e ere 
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were provided by ſaid Livingſton and Mor- 1756. 
71s, and that out of the ſame the ſaid Regi- 
« ment that was to proceed to Ofwego, was, 
« as I underſtood, actually ſupplied, and furs 
« ther ſay not. 


Sept. 4th, 1750. Jobn Murray.” 


cc 


A 
Lad 


And Mr. Leake, Commiſſary General of 
Stores and Proviſions for his Majeſty's Forces 
in North America, in his Letter to the Earl 
of Loudoun, dated Albany 2d October, 1756, 
and which was tranſmitted by his Lordſhip 
bo England, ſays thus, When it was thought 

« neceſſary to ſend the 44th Regiment, and 
« others towards Oſwego, there were Orders 
« to ſend to Schenectada 400 Tierces of 
« Bread, and 300 Barrels of Pork, I ac- 
* quainted Major General Abercrombie, that 
te there were not in Store of the Proviſions 
* contraffed for by General Hirley, above 
« 20 Caſks of Bread; and for the Pork, 
there was not near that Quantity; and 
* that there was of it, being dry falted, and 
% moſt of the Barrels left were none of the 
e ſtrongeſt, being deſgned to be ſerved out 
there; upon which he was pleaſed to give 
me an Order on Mr. George Saul, Agent to 
<« the * Contractors, for the above Quantity of 
“ Bread and Pork, which was accordingly 
« ſent to Schenefada with all poſſible Diſ- 
« patch.” 

Upon the foregoing Accounts given by 


The preſent Contractors. : 
Captain 
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1756. Captain Brodfireet, Mr. Murray, and Com- 


miſſary Leake, it may be remarked : | 

That they all conſpire to ſhew that the 
Battoes were detained by reaſon of ſome Diffi- 
culty relating to the Proviſions, which were 
to be furniſhed upon this Occafion. 

That Commiſſary Leake's Account, though 
it ſeems from the Date and Tenour of it to 
have been given by way of Anſwer to that, 
which is contained in Murray's Declaration, 
does not impugn it; for though it is ſaid in 
his Letter that there © was not in Store of the 
% Provifions contradted for by General Shirley 
e above 20 Caſks of Bread, and not near that 
© Quantity of Pork,” yet Meſſrs. Livingſbon 
and Morris might have then had at Albany a 
Quantity of Proviſions, though not contracted 
tor by Mr. Shirley, ready for an immediate 
Supply upon that Emergency ; and though 
it is ſaid in Mr. Leake's Letter, © that General 
„ Abercrombie gave him an Order upon Mr. 
% Saul, Agent to the Contractors, for the be- 
« fore-mentioned 400 Caſks of Bread, and 
« 300 Caſks of Pork, and that they were 
« accordingly ſent to Schenefada with all 
** poſſible Diſpatch ;” yet it does not appear 
when thoſe Proviſions arrived at Schenetaaa; 
whether in time to ſupply the Troops and 
Battoe- men for their Paſſage to Oſwego ; or 
whether they were not at laſt ſupplied out 
of Meſſrs. Livingſton's and Morris Proviſions; 
as is expreſſed in Murray's Declaration ;— 

| Likewiſe 
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Likewiſe that what is faid in Mr. Leake's 7 
Letter concerning the Condition of the L 
and ſome of the Caiks then in Store of t! 
Proviſions, which had been contradted for |. 
General Shirley; viz. that the Pork w-: 
te dry falted, and the Caſks none of the beit, 
was no reaſon for its not being made uſe ©: 
upon ſuch an Emergency, as the Pork and 
Bread then wanted was for preſent ſpending : 
Alſo that it does not appear by Commiſſary 
Leake's Letter, that there was not then a 
Flour in Store at Albany ; which might have 
ſerved the Troops, Battoe- men, &c. in licu of 
Bread, 

That it appears by Commiſſary Leake's week 
ly * Return of Proviſions in Store at Albany 
made to Mr. Shirley June 19, 1756, (which 
was the laſt Return made to him during his 
Command, and but fix Days before Major 
General Abercrombie took the chief Command 
upon him) that there was hen in Store there, 
among other Species of Proviſions, 97 Tierces 
of Bread, 376 Barrels of Flour, and 719+ 
Barrels of Pork ; and after the Expiration of 
Mr. $h:rley's Commend. it is needleſs to fay, 
it was no longer incumbent upon him to take 
care that the Stores of . Proviſions at Albany 
were duly ſupplied. 

That the eſſential Articles wanted upon this 
Emergency at Oſwego were the Cannon, Sea- 
men, Battoe-men, and 44th Regiment, which 


* Vide Appendix, No. 7. 
| P were 
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6. were all hen waiting for Tranſportation; for 
ss to Proviſions, there was at that time in the 


Magazine of Ofwego a ſufficient Quantity 
to ſubſiſt o Men for ſeveral Months; 
beſides a confiderable Quantity at the Paſſes 
between Schenectada and Ofwego deſtined for 
the latter of thoſe Places ; fo that all the Pro- 
viſions wWantal at that time was the neceſſary 
Quantity for ſupplying the Regiment and Bat- 
toe- men in their Paſſage, the Number of both 
which was, according to the Account given of 
that Matter, now reduced to about 2000 Men 
by the Diſmifſion of Part of the Battoe-men, 

And it may be further remarked that the 
4.00 Tierces of Bread and 300 Barrels of Pork, 
which Commiſſary Leake ſays in his Letter 
e there was Orders to ſend to Schenefada, 
« when it was thought neceſſary to ſend the 
© 44th Regiment and others towards Ofwego;” 
and for which it therein appears that the 
Troops, Battoe-men, &c. were detained 30 
Days at ScheneFada,were at leaſt four times the 
Quantity of thoſe Species of Proviſions, that 
was wanted for their bole Paſſage from thence 
to Oſwego ; allowing them 12 Days for it; 
which was a time full ſufficient, as they 
ought, upon that preſſing Occaſion, to have 
made forced Marches, : 

To conclude this Point, when it is conſider- 
ed. Iſt, What the State of Proviſions at Albany 
was at the time of Mr. Sbrley's delivering up 
the Command, according to the laſt Account 
given him by Mr. Leate the proper ——_ 

| 2dly, 
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2dly, That Mr. Abercrombie, when in the Chief 1756. 
Command, forbid the Perſons employed by "I 
Mr. Shirley, when proceeding in the Courſe 
of their Supplies, to provide for any more. 
zdly, That when Intelligence came cf the . 
Danger, Oſwego was in, all the Provitons wanted 
on that Emergency was only what would 
be ſufficient to ſubſiſt the Troops and Enttoe- 
men in their March up to it. 4taly, That the 
Proviſions, which were then in Store at /6.27y, 
taking the loweſt Account of that matter, mizht 
with eaſe in that plentiful Country, in a very 
ſhort time, have been increaſed to the full Quan- 
tity neceſſary on that great Occaſion, by any 
Perſons engaged in that Service. 5thly, Thatthe 
Troops and Battoe-men were continued wait- 
ing at Schenectada for Proviſions ſo long, that 
they mult certainly have there ſpent above dou- 
ble the Quantity, which was neceſſary to carry 
them to Oſwego ; and 6thly, That the Provi- 
ſions at laſt ordered, and which the Troops and 
Battoe- men waited for, were four timesas much 
as were neceſſary to ſubſiſt them in their whole 
Paſſage thither. When theſe things are con- 
ſidered, it will manifeſtly appear that the De- 
tention of the 44th Regiment, and Pattoe-men 
with the Seamen, Cannon, and Stores deſtin'd 
for Oſwego, upon which the Loſs of it enſued, 
cannot juſtly be charged upon Mr. Shirley. 

The Earl of London arrived at New York, juy 2 3 
where on the ſame Day Mr. SHirley gave his 
Lordſhip Accounts of the State of his Majeſty's 
Service at the time of his being relieved in the 

F'3 Command, 
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Command, in the ſame Manner, that he had 
done to General Abercrombie. 

His Lordſhip embarked for Albany, and ar- 
rived there the 29th of the ſame Month. 

Major General Mebò left Albany in order to 
proceed to Oſwego ; but the Troops (as hath 
been before obſerved) did not embark till the 
12th. 

At this time the State of the Eng/:/h Naval 
Force on Lake Ontario ſtood thus; the On- 
tario mounting 6 four Pounders, 2 Ho- 
witzers and 12 Swivels, a ſmall Schooner Row 
Galley mounting 10 Swivels (both built in 
1755); a new Brigantine mounting 14 Can- 
non, 4 and 6 Pounders, and 12 Swivels, and a 
new Sloop mounting 6 Cannons 4 and 6 
Pounders, and 12 Swivels (built in 1756) all 
well found, provided with Neceſſaries, and 
manned with go able Seamen, and 130 Sol- 
diers diſtributed in the three largeſt, were 
compleatly equipped and fitted out for the 
Lake; the Sloop Ofvego (one of the Veſſels 
built in 1755) which mounted 8 Carriage 
Guns and 12 Swivels, was laid up for want of 
Cannon and Seamen, thoſe belonging to it 
being taken out for the Uſe of the new Bri- 
gantine ; the new * Snow (built in 1756) 

*The Bar of Ofwego has generally from 7 2 Feet to 8 
Feet Water over it, and this Veſſel was 22 Feet broad and 
80 Feet long upon Deck, and when loaded drew but 7 + 
Feet of Water ; Captain Shirley, then Commander of the 
Mermaid, the Station-Ship at Heſton, took great Pains in 
drawing a Plan fit for this Purpoſe; and though her 


Draught of Water was ſo ſmall, yet ſhe was thoroughly 
able to carry 18 ſix Pounders, beſides Swivels. 
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launched on the 12th of July, and compleatly 1756. 


finiſhed as one of his Majeſty's Sloops of War, 
and pierced for 18 Guns 6 Pounders, could 
not go upon the Lake for want of her Can- 
non, Shot, and Seamen, which (as hath been 
before obſerved) was waiting at the Great 
Oneida Carrying-place for Captain BradſIreet on 
his next Paſſage to Oſcoego. 

The French Naval Force at that time (ac- 
cording to the Accounts given of it by the 
Engliſh Carpenters and Seamen, who were 
carried Priſoners to Cadaraqui in their Veſſels 
after the taking of Oſwego) conſiſted of a 
Schooner of 16 Guns, 4 and 6 Pounders, no 
Swivels, the great Guns being old, Honey- 
comb'd Cannon, with large Touch-holes, 
which they were obliged to load without 
Board, and having very bad Tackling : a Veſ- 
ſel of 12 Guns in the ſame Condition, and in 
as bad Order ; two ſmall ones of 6 Cannon, 
of the Bigneſs of Swivels in Carriages, and as 
badly found as the large ones ; no ſpare Ropes 
on Board any of them ; their Seamen Ordi- 
nary, and not above 20 of them in the four 
Veſſels. | 

After the Appearance of the Erg//b Bri- 
gantine upon the Lake, none of the French 
Veſſels appeared there, till after the Garriſon 
was made Priſoners ; at which time they came 
to Oſoego, not venturing before to come from 
behind the Iſland off * Portland Point even to 
cover the French General's Landing. 


Portland Point is about 18 Miles to the Eaſtward of 


Wego, 


— CA —.— 


— 


1756. 


Aug. 7. 
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Lieutenant Colonel Mercer, Commanding 
Officer at Ofioego, having received repeated 
Intelligence that the Enemy had fome Place 
or Camp about 30 Miles to the Eaſtward of 
Oſwego ; and particularly on the 6th of Augu/t, 
that there was a large Encampment of French 
and Indians at about 12 Miles diſtance from 
Fort Ontario to the Eaffward, diſpatched an 
Expreſs Boat, with an Account of it in a Let- 
ter to the Commanding Officer upon the Lake, 
who was then out upon a Cruize to the Vet- 
ward with the Brigantine and two Sloops ; let- 
ting him know that he intended the next Day 
to ſend 400 Men in Whale-Boats to viſit the 
Enemy, and deſiring him to keep to the EA: 


ward, as much as he could, in order to cover 


the Men in the Boats, and hinder the Enemy 
from approaching nearer ; but inſtead of com- 
plying therewith, they returned the next Day 
to Oſwego, and in endeavouring to enter the 
Harbour, the Brigantine was driven by a Gale 
of Wind upon rocky Ground, where ſhe lay 
beating about 18 Hours, and was afterwards 
forced to heave down, in order to have a falſe 

Keel. | 
Monſieur Mentcalm, the French General, 
having Intelligence given him of the Situation 
of the Engliſh Veſſels, that the Brigantine was 
ſtranded; and the other two returned into 
Harbour, took the Opportunity of tranſport- 
ing and landing his Artillery and Troops in 
Boats, within a Mile and an half of Fort On- 
tario; which, as the French Officers ax" 
aitcr 


xt] 

after Ofwego was taken, he could not have 1756. 
done, had our Veſſels been out to the E.. 
award. 

Their Artillery, for drawing which the 
tranſported 35 Horſes, conſiſted of about 
32 Pieces of Cannon from 12 to 24 
Pounders, ſeveral large Braſs Mortars and 
Hoyets (among which was the Artillery taken 
from General Braddoc at the Monongahela) 
and were all brought in Battoes from Portland 
Point, as they could not have been tranſported 
by Land from thence, on Account of the great 
Number of Swamps, drowned Lands, and 
Creeks in the Way; their Forces conſiſted of | 
about 1500 Regular Troops, 2500 Canadeans, a 
and 500 Indians. 


As diſadvantageous Accounts have been 


eiven of the Behaviour of the Garriſon of | 4 
Ofwego (which conſiſted of Part of his Ma- i 
jeſty's late goth and 5; Iſt Regiments, and the [ 


Neu Jerſey Regiment of Irregulars, during the 
time of the Siege; it is a Point of Juſtice due 
to thoſe Troops to ſet their Behaviour in a 
true Light; which makes the inſerting a par- t 
ticular Journal of the Siege unavoidable ; that | 
being the moſt unexceptionable Method of | þ 
doing it. | a g 
About Noon the Enemy began the Attack Aug. 11. 
of Fort Ontario with the Fire of their Muſ- 
quetry, which was returned with ſmall Arms 
and eight Cannon from the Fort, and Shells 
from the other Side of the River: The Gar- 
Vide Appendix, Numbers 5, 6. 


* rifon 
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1756. © riſon on the Weſt Side of the River was this 
—— Day employed in repairing the Battery on the 


South Side of the old Fort; and that Night 
the Enemy were employed in making their 
Approaches to Fort Ontario (which they did 
by breaking Ground and intrenching) and in 
bringing up their Cannon againſt it. 

This Morning the Enemy renewed the Fire 
© of their ſmall Arms on Fort Ontario, which 
* was continued all Day, and returned from the 
Fort in the ſame Manner as the Day before. 

*At Day-break this Day a large Number of 
© Pattoes were diſcovered on the Lake in their 
* Way to join the Enemy's Camp, on which 
© the two Sloops were again ſent out with Or- 
ders toget between the Battoes and the Camp; 
but before they came up, the Battoes had ſe- 
© cured themſelves under the Fire of the Can- 
* non at the French Camp, whereupon the 
* Sloops came in again towards Evening; the 
* Garriſon on the Weſt Side were this Day em- 
* ployed as the Day before, and in the Even- 
ing a Detachment was made of 100 Men 
* of the goth and 126 of the New FJerſey Re- 
* giment under the Command of Col. Schuyler 
to take Poſſeſſion of the * Fort on the Hill to 
the Southward of the old Fort, and under the 
Pirection of the Chief Engineer, who were to 
put it into the beſt State of Defence they 
could: in which Work they were employed 
all the following Night. - 


* This was an eſſential Part of the Defence of Oſcego, 
but nothing was done towards finiſhing it after che Winter, 


that Mr. Shzrley left Ofwego, 
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The Enemy continued their Approaches to 1756. 


Fort Ontario, and notwithſtanding the con- 
* ſtant Fire kept upon them from the Fort, and 
* the loſs of their Chief Engineer, who was 
© killed in the Trenches, about ten o'Clock that 
* Morning, had a Battery of Cannon ready to 
open within 60 Yards of it; an Account of 
© which the Commandant of the Fort imme- 
* diately ſent to Lieutenrat Colonel Mercer; 
about twelve o'Clock Colonel Mercer ſent 
them Orders to evacuate that Fort, firſt de- 
* ſtroying their Cannon, Ammunition, and 
* Proviſions ; about three the Garriſon quitted 
© the Fort and managed their Retreat fo, as to 
* paſs the River and join the Troops on the 
* Welt Side without the loſs of a Man; theſe 
* Troops being about 370 were immediately 
ordered to join Colonel Schuyler at the Fort 
on the Hill to the Southward of the old Fort, 
and employed all the following Night in en- 
* deavouring to compleat the Work of that 
* Fort ; in the Morning of this Day the large 
* Brigantine being off the Rocks 2nd repaired 
a Detachment of about 8o Men of the Garri- 
* ſon was put on board her and the two Sloops 
in order to go out immediately, but the Wind 
© continuing to blow directly into the Harbour 
rendered it impoſſible for them to get out be- 
* fore the Place was ſurrendered: This Night, 
*as well as the Night before, Parties of the 
* Enemy's Irregulars made ſeveral Attempts to 
* ſurprize the advanced Guards and Entries on 

©the Weſt Side of the River, but did not 
A © ſucceed 
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1756. * ſucceed i in any of them. On the Eaſt Side of 
© the River the Enemy were this Night em- 
* ployed in bringing up their Cannon and 
c raiſing a Battery againſt the old Fort; the 
« Garriſon keeping a conſtant Fire of Cannon 
© and Shells on them from thence and the 
* Works about the Fort; the Cannon which 
* moſt annoyed the Enemy, were four Pieces 
© which were reverſed on the Platforms of an 
© Earthen Work, that ſurrounded the old Fort, 
and which was intirely enfiladed by the Ene- 
my's Battery on the oppoſite Shore; in this 
Situation, without the leaſt Cover, the Train 
aſſiſted by a Detachment of 50 of the 5oth 

© Regiment behaved remarkably well. 

Aug. 14. At Day-break the Garriſon renewed the 
Fire of their Cannon on that Part of the op- 
© poſite Shore, where they had the Evening 
© before obſerved the Enemy at Work in raifing 
© a Battery; and the Enemy returned the Fire 
from a Battery of 10 Cannon 12 Pounders, 
© and were preparing one of Mortars and 
* Hoyets ; about nine o'Clock this Morning 
© 2500 of the Enemy paſſed over in three Co- 
lumns from the Eaſt to the Weſt Side of the 
River, in order to attack the Garriſon on that 
Side: Upon this Lieutenant Colonel Mercer, 
* on being informed that the Enemy were paſ- 
* fing the River and not knowing their Num- 
* ber, ordered Colonel Schryler with 500 Men 
© to oppoſe them; which would accordingly 
© have been done, had not Colonel Mercer been 
killed by a Cannon Ball a few Minutes after: 

* About 
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About ten o'Clock the Encmy's Battery of 17 


Mortars was ready to play, all the Garriſon's 
Places of Defence either enfiladedor ruined by 
the conſtant Fire of the Enemy's Cannon; 
* 2500 of their Irregulars and Indlans on their 
© Backs ready to ſtorm it on that Side, and 17 50 
© of their Regulars ready to land in their Front 
under the Fire of the French Cannon: The 
* Garriſon (which did not conſiſt of above 1059 
Men) was in this Situation when Lieutenant 
© Colonel Ly?tlehales, who ſucceeded Colonel 
Mercer in the Command, called a Council of 
War, who were, with the Engineer, unani- 
* mouſly of opinion, that the Works were no 
© longer tenable, and that it was by no means 
* prudent to riſque a Storm with ſuch unequal 
Numbers. 

On beating the Chamade the Fire ceaſed 
© on both Sides, but the French improved this 
Opportunity to bring up more Cannon and to 

advance the main Body of their Troops within 
* Mufket-ſhot of the Garriſon, and every thing 
© was prepared for a Storm; hereupon two Ot- 
« ficers were ſent to the FrenchGeneral to know 
the Terms, he would grant; upon which he 
made Anſwer, that the Eugliſi were an Enemy 
he eſteemed; that none but a brave Nation 
would have thought of defending ſo weak a 
Place ſo long, againſt ſuch a ſtrong Train of 
Artillery and ſuperior Numbers; that the 
Garriſon might expect whatever Terms were 
conſiſtent with the Service of his moſt Chri- 
« ſtan Majeſty.” 
During the whole Time of the Siege the 
QC 2 Soldiers 
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Ns age Soldiers behaved with a remarkable Reſolution 


—and Intrepidity againſt the Enemy, exerting 
themſelves to the utmoſt in the Defence of 
the Place, in every Part of Duty; and it was 
with great Reluctance, that they were per- 
ſuaded by their Officers to lay down their 
Arms after the Garriſon had capitulated, ſome 
of them being ſo ſtrongly bent againſt it, as to 
ſuffer themſelves to be knocked at Head by 
the Enemy, rather than to ſubmit to it. * 

Immediately after the Surrender of Cſwego, 
the French demoliſhed the Works there and 
embarked with their Priſoners, Proviſions, 
Artillery and Booty for Fort Frontenac in their 
Way back to Montreal. 

From this Account of the Siege it appears, 
that Ofwwego would not have been taken by the 
Forces, which the French brought againſt it, 
without a Train of Artillery, 


That a Train of Artillery could not have 


* Soon aſter the Surrender of Oſwego the following Ac- 
count of it was ſent in a public Letter to be laid before the 
Aſſembly of the 1affachuſets Bay, viz. „ that Fort Ontaris 
« was abandoned after being fired on with ſmall Arms two 
Days, without even having one Cannon brought up to it.” 

Reports were likewiſe propagated and gained Credit 1 
England, that the 5cth and 5 iſt Regiments conſiſted of 
tranſported Convicts and Iriſb Roman Catholics, who, by 
their mutinous Behaviour, had contributed to the Loſs of the 
Place; this might be ſhewn in every Part to be mere Ca- 
Jumny ; but the real Behaviour of the Troops in the De- 
fence of the Place ſufficiently confute it. 

Reports were likewiſe propagated greatly to the Diſadvan- 
tage of the Officers of both Regiments ; but their known 
Characters, and the Behaviour of ſeveral of them, upon 
other Occaſions, in his Majeſty's Service, as well as this, 
are ſufficient to vindicate their Honour. 


MS 


acroſs the Lake. 

That from the Behaviour of the French 
Veſſels upon the Lake, and by the Con, n 
of the French Officers themielves after e 
Surrender of Ofwego, the Eugliſb Ve: is, 
which were actually fitted out before the 
Siege, were of ſufficient Force to have re- 
vented the French from tranſporting their Ar- 
tillery to Ofwego ; and conſequently if the 
new Snow and Sloop Ofwego had been in a 
Condition to have acted upon the Lake, it 
would have rendered it abſolutely impracti- 
cable for the Enemy to have brought their 
Artillery to Ofwego, even without the occa- 
ſional Aſſiſtance of the Whale-Boats. 

That at all Events, if, in Addition to the 
five arm'd Veſſels, the Garriſon had been 
ſtrengthen'd with 1000 Battoe-men, and with 
the Indians 'depended on from * Sir William 
 Fohnſon (all which was the Force deſign'd, and 
preparing by Mr. Sh:rley for the Protection of 
the Place) or even without thoſe Indians; in all 
Probability Oſwego would have been preſerv'd: 
But if in Addition to this Force, the Garriſon 
had been ſtil] further ſtrengthen'd with the 
44th Regiment, as it doubtleſs ought to have 
been upon receiving Intelligence of the Ene- 
my's intended Attack, that muſt have put the 
Security of the Place out of all doubt. 


And with regard to the Expedition againſt 


* Sir William Fobnſon did not proceed from Odondags to 
Ofwwego as he was directed and had promiſed to do. 


Con 


tranſported there but by Water Carriare 1756. 
been p y ag 
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1 1756. Crown Point, it appears, that if the Provincial 
Troops and * 2 Regiments of Regulars, which 
was the Force deſtin'd by Mr. Stir ley for that 
Service, had proceeded in it by the Middle 

| of July, which was the Time when the Pro- 

1 vincials actually begun their March from Ha-, 

Moon, and the 48th Regiment from Albany (iu 
which Caſe they would have come before T:.- 
onderoge in the Abſence of Mr. Aſontcalm and 
his 4500 Men, that were Zhen upon Lake On- 
taric) they would, in all Probability, have been 
ſtrong enough to have ſucceeded in their At- 
tempt againſt the Force, which the Enemy 
could then have for the Defence of their Forts 
in that Quarter: — Alt is apparent, that the 
French had ſuch Apprehenſions from Mr. 
E Montcalm's being ſo much in haſte to deſtroy 
+$ the Works at Ofeegs, and return with his 
1 Forces towards Crow Point: But if the At- 
1 tempt againſt Crows Point had not been effect- 
| | ed before Mr. Montcalm's Arrival there to 
| ſtrengthen hat and Tiondergge, yet it mult 
have drawn ſuch a Part at leait of his Forces 
from the Lake, as would not only have pre- 
| | vented his making any Attempt againſt O/- 
| i . *oego, but have put it into the "Power of the 
| Troops poſted at Ofiwego and the Paſſes be- 
tween that and Albany, when ſtrengthen' a with 
the 44th Regiment and Companies of Battoe- 
men, in conjunction with our hole Naval 


—— OG —— — 
— - * 4 
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* Tho' the 44th Regiment was deſtin'd at laſt for Oſicega, 
which would have prevented its proceeding to Crown Point, 
according to its firſt Deſtination; yet, there were Otiway's 
and the I. gland Regiments to ſupply its room. 


Force, 
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Force, to have made a ſucceſsful Attempt af 1756. 


leaſt againſt Niagara, it not againſt Fort Fron- 
tenac ;——One of the mott eſſential Points in 
the Plan concerted by Mr. Shirley at New 
irt for carrying on one Expedition againſt 
the Prench upon Lake Ontario, and another 
againſt Crown Point in 1756 was, that bath 
Attempts ſhould be made at the ſame Time: 
And Experience ſeems to have evinced how 
right ſuch a Proceeding would have been in 
this Caſe, ; 

The Defection of the Indians of the Five 
Nations, thoſe of the Mobanwks only excepted, 
who now make but make an inconſiderable Part 
of their Number, followed the Misfortune at 
Oſwego lo cloſely, that it has been looked up- 
on as the neceſſary Conſequence of it ; and 
imputed to Mr. Shirley by thoſe, who have 
endeavoured to fix the Blame of the Loſs of 
Oſwego upon him: It is therefore neceſſary 
for his Vindication in this Point to ſtate the 
Meaſures, by which theſe Cantons or Tribes 
of Indians were loſt, 

After the Loſs of Oſwego the Oneida Carry- 
ing place was, from its Situation, the principal 
Paſs below it, not only for covering the Eng- 
liſh Settlements upon the Mohawks River, and 
even the City of * Albany itſelf, but for keep- 


*The City of Allary is fo commanded by circumja- 
cent Hills in that Part of it, which lies next to the Ho- 
hawks River and Indian Country, that it cannot be made 
defenſible againſt the Incurſions of the Enemy from that 


Quarter, : 
ing 


3 
1 1755. ing hold of the Indian Country, eſpecially that 
1 of the Oneidas, Tuſcaroras, and two Caſtles of 
a the Mohawks, and putting it into the Power ot 
| | the Engliſh to recover Oſavego itſelf : one of the 

1 Yo Reaſons why the greateſt Part of theſe Indians 
| i have been of late wavering in the Intereſt of 
the Engliſb is, that they had conceived an 
Opinion, that the French would, by their con- 
tinual Artifices for gaining. Ground upon the 
Engliſh Settlements, finally become Maſters 
of the Country; which hath given theſe In- 
= dians ſome Dread of them ; ſo that the only 
| | poſſible Method left for retrieving the bad Ef- 
| | feats, which the late Blow ſuſtained at O/- 
* doego muſt have made upon them, and for pre- 
| | | ſerving them in a Dependance upon the 
Crown of Great Britain, was to convince 
them at this Criſis, that the Enghfh were de- 
te mined to keep Poſſeſſion of their Country 
ag inſt the French, notwithſtanding the late 
M fortune at Ofwego, and effectually protect 
then, if they remained faithful, or if other- 
wi, to curb them: The general Diſpoſition, 
WI. hall theſe Indians had lately manifeſted, 
to t themſelves under the more immediate 
P.Tion of the Engliſb by preſſing Mr. SHir- 
lk have Forts built for them at their re- 
deve Caſtles, and garriſon'd with Eugliſb 
hs for their Defence againſt the French, 
:. red a favourable Opportunity for doing 

; it was therefore of the greateſt Im- 
ortance, after the Loſs of Ofteego, to have 
| fortified 
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fottified and ſecured the Paſs at Oneida as 1756. 
ſtrongly as was poſſible, | GENE 

It has been before obſerved, that on the 
12th of Auguſt General Webb marched from 
Schenectada with the 44th Regiment, Battoe- 
men, &c deſtined for Ofwego. 

The * Commanding Officer at the Great Aug. 17. 
Carrying-place received the firſt News of O/- 
wego's being taken, and immediately diſpatch'd 
an Account of it by Expreſs to General Mebb, 
who was then advanced as far as the German 
Flats, and in the mean time made what Pre- 
parations he could for defending that Paſs at 
Oneida, where there then was about 50 
Troops poſted. 

He received Orders from General Webb, in Aug. 19. 
Anſwer to his Letter, to employ as large a 
Party as he could ſpare in obſtructing the 
Paſſage of the Word Creek for 24 Miles, by 
felling of Trees acroſs it. 

Some Indians complained to the Command. 


ing Officer at the Carrying-plac? of this Pro- 


. ceeding ; „ 
the Communication between them and their 
Brethren of the Five Nations, and aſked, whe- 
ther the Engliſb intended to forſake them, and 
give them up to the French. 

On the ſame Day, a few Hours after this 
Complaint was made, General Webb arrived at 
the Oneida Carrying-place, with the 44th Re- 
giment, and Part of the three Independent 


Aug. 20, 


bs Major Craven of Sir 17 illiam Pepperell's Regiment. 


R Companies 


1756. 


Aug. 30 
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Companies of New York, and immediately 
ſent out freſh Parties to aſſiſt in ſtopping up 
the Paſſage of the Wood Creek. | 

Upon the Arrival of the 44th Regiment at 
the Carrying-place, there were about 1500 
Regular Troeps there, which, together with 
the Battoe-men, Seamen, &c. made upwards 
of 2500 fighting Men; and Sir Villiam Jobn- 
ſon was then marching thither with the 
Albany Militia. 

A few Days after General Webb encamp'd, 
and an Intrenchment and Breaſt-work were 
thrown up, for fortifying of which they had 
upwards of 28 Cannon upon the Place. 

About this time repeated Intelligence was 
received, that the Enemy had left Oſwego, and 
were marching back towards Crown Point. 

The Battoes at the Oneida Carrying-place 
were ordered to be loaded with all the Stores, 


Cannon, Ammunition, and Proviſions, which 
were there. | | 


Aug. 31. All the Forts at the Carrying- place were or- 


dered to be pulled down, burnt, and de- 
ſtroyed. | 
The Troops and all the other Forces re- 
treated to the * German Flats, where they ar- 
rived the Day following; and to which Place 
Sir William Jobnſen had advanced with the 
Militia, but upon Notice of General Webb's 
Retreat from the Carrying- place, had diſmiſſed 


* The German Flats is upwards of 50 Miles from the 
Oneida Carrying-plate towards Schenettada, 


them 3 
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them; and it was obſerved that whilft the 1556. 


Troops were there, the Indians frequently in- 


ſulted the Sentries on their Poſts at Night, 
by upbraiding them with the loſs of Ofevego, 
and the Deſtruction of the Forts at the Carry- 
ing- place. = | 
The further Effect, which theſe Proceed- 
ings had upon the Jadians is contained in the 
following Declaration made by an intelligent 
Perſon of good Credit, viz. © That he per- 
e ſonally knew many of the Indians of the Six 
« Nations by ſeeing them at their Caſtles and 
e at Ofwego, where they came as Friends to 
the Engliſh, and had frequent Conferences 
« with General Shirley, and in his Abſence 
« with the Commanding Officer of the Gar- 
e rifon ; that he was taken Priſoner at Ofwe- 
* go, and carried to Quebec, where he reſided 
“ fourteen Months, and left it October the 4th 
« 1757; that during his ſtay there he heard 
« it commonly affirmed by the French, that 
the Indians, who uſed to be in the Engli/h 
* Intereſt, had, ſince the Loſs of Ofwego, 
% and the Engliſb quitting immediately after- 
% wards the Great Carrying-place at Oneida 
e been joining the French; and that he ſaw 
* and ſpoke with at Quebec, many Scores of 
* the Indians of the Oneidas, Tuſcaroras, Onon- 
e dagos, Cayugas, and Senecas, all of the Six 
* The foregoing Account of the March to the Oneida 
Carrying- place and Retreat from thence is founded upon the 
— of theſe Proceedings taken by an Officer upon the 
a. 
R 2 « Nations 
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1756. © Nations, whom he knew, and had ſeen at 
wy Ofeoegoorat their Head Quarters, and whodid 
ce then profeſs themſelves Friends to the Eng- 
« liſh; he further declares, that two Officers 
ee formerly of Colonel Schuyler's Regiment, 
e who were taken Priſoners laſt Summer on 
« Lake George, when employed upon a Part 
« under the Command of Lieutenant Colond 
© Parker, told him at Quebec, that there were 
« between three and four hundred Indians of 
te the before- named Tribes among the Enemy's 
<« Party, which took them Priſoners,” 
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APPENDIX, 


N' I. 


Extract of a Letter from Sir William Johnſon 
to Major General Shirley dated Fort John- 
ſon, 22d April 17506, 


ec Have agreed with a Perſon to build a 
0 Fort for the Cneidas; and I expect it 
te will be ſoon put in hand: I am about agree- 
« ing with another Perſon for one for the 


& Onondagos, the Senecas, the Aughquageys and 


« Scoharee Indians, who have all applied to 


te me for Forts; I think with your Excellen 
<« that they are a neceſary, and will be found, 
] doubt not, a very uſeful Meaſure.” 


Ne 1% 


N' II. 


The Declaration of James Crawford and 
Edward Brooks. 


74 mes Crawford and Edward Broals be- 
longing to a Company of Men employed 
to clear Wood Creek for making a free Paſſage 
from Schenectady to Ofewego, declare that they 
left Ofewego the 3d of Fuly laſt, that there was 
about fourteen hundred Troops, and about one 
hundred Carpenters there at that Time, and 
the Garrifon was very healthy, there being not 
more than four or five Men then ill; that there 
was a ſtrong picketed Fort on the North Side 
of the River Ofwego called Fort Ontario 
mounted with ſeveral Pieces of Cannon and 
Swivels, and was garriſoned with about three 
or four hundred Men ; that there was likewiſe 
three Veſſels in Lake Ontario well fitted, and 
two more to be launched that Day they came 
away; in three Days after they left Oſwego the- 
Snow then on the Stocks was likewiſe to be 
launched, and that at the great Carrying- place 
was twenty- four Cannon ſix Pounders for the 
aforeſaid Veſſels which was brought there the 
twenty-fourth of July, and remained there for 
Colonel 


fn] 
Colonel Bradſtreet's Arrival, to be tranſported 
to Oſwego, 


Bofton, Sept. 6th, 17 56. 


MES CRAWFORD, 
DWARD BROOKS. 


Province of the 18 1 
Maſſachuſets Bay. Boſton, Sept. 6th, 17 56. 


The abovenamed James Crawford and Ed- 
ward Brooks perſonally appeared before me 
the Subſcriber, one of his Majeſty's Juſtices 
of the Peace for ſaid County, and made ſolemn 


Oath to the Truth of the above Declaration 
by them ſubſcribed. | 


Dan. HEencuMan, 


N' III. 


Extract of a Letter from Captain Bradſtreet to 
Major General Shirley, dated Albany 16th 
July 1756., 


" He 48th Regiment is gone from hence 
1 to-day for Fort William Henry; and 
de the New England Troops, &c. left the Half 
« Moon Yeſterday.” 


NN. 
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Extract of the Declaration of Mr. Kirkland, 
late Surgeon of the 51/1 Regiment. 


1 PON my Arrival at Albany from 
b Ofwego on the 11th of July I gave 
« General Abercrombie a particular Account 
e of the State of that Place, and the Danger 
de it was in of an Attack from the French, 
ce having, before I left Ofwego, received In- 
< telligence that the French were collecting 
te their Troops towards that Place; which 
Information was likewiſe afterwards con- 
« firmed by ſome French Priſoners, we had 
* taken in the Action with the French upon 
e the River Onondago : I alſo delivered Ge- 
&« neral Abercrombie at the ſame time, ſeveral 
te public Letters and Accounts, which were 
« ſent by me from Ofwego ; upon which the 
« 44th Regiment was ordered to hold itſelf 
« jn Readineſs (with the Battoe- men under 
“Captain Bradſireet) to march for Oſwego at 
« an Hour's Warning.” | 


oo” 


e 
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| © fitted out for the Lake and much — 
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N v. 


Extract of a Letter from an Officer in his Ma- 
jeſty's goth Regiment of Foot, who was taken 
Priſoner at Oſwego, to Major General Shir- 
ley, dated Dartmouth Dec. 20th 17 56. 

be f * only I think my Duty to de- 

bc clare, that I heard 4 French Of- 


* ficers ſay, that they were greatly afraid that 
te the Engliſb Veſſels, which were actually 


* to theirs (as they ſaid) would have obſtruct- 
te ed and hindered them in tranſporting their 
te Artillery and landing it; and that they did 
* not know what the Conſequence would 
* have been, if our Veſſels had kept out to 
e the Eaſtward, that they landed their Ar- 
te tillery in Battoes, and that they Tonſtantly 
* dragged their Battoes on Shore every Day 


for fear of our Veſſels, and proceeded in the 


Night on that Account,” 


8 No VI. 


Declaration of an Officer of Major General 
Sir William Pepperell's late Regiment, who 
was ſent by Lieutenant Colonel Littlehales, 
Commanding Officer at Oſwego, with a Flag 
of Truce to the Marquis de Montcalm com- 
manding the French Forces at the taking of 
Oſwego, and was by him detained as an 
Hoſtage, during the Ratification of the Capi- 
tulation, in the French Camp, viz, 


ce HAT he heard the Marquis of Mont- 
cc calm and ſeveral other French Of- 
ce ficers declare, in the way of Diſcourſe with 
<« him, that they took the Opportunity of the 
e Engliſh Brigantine's being on Ground and 
cc the other Veſſels being in Harbour to tran- 
* ſport their Train of Artillery acroſs the Bay 
& in Battoes, which would have been next to 
« impoſſible to have been brought any other 
way, as they afterwards found, owing tothe 
« Shore and the Situation of Fort Ontario, 
te where they begun the Attack,” 
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